
By Seti Long

GRIDLEY/BIGGS, CA (MPG) 
- Local VFW Chapter 
5731 has been busy, visit-
ing elementary schools in 
both Gridley and Biggs.

These  v i s i t s  typ -
i c a l l y  i n v o l v e  a 
question-and-answer 
period where students 
get to speak to the VFW 
members and learn a lit-
tle about history from a 
living part of it, hearing 
stories of the veteran’s 
service to our Nation. 
In some instances, our 
retired servicemen even 
hold a flag raising cere-
mony for the children to 
take part in. As a token 
of appreciation, the VFW 
members usually hand 
out small American flags 
or rulers as gifts to the 
classes they have had the 
opportunity to speak to.

Over the last  few 
weeks, Gridley VFW vis-
ited Kindergarten classes 
and multiple classes at 
Wilson Elementary and 

Biggs Elementary.
As a result, these retired 

servicemen received let-
ters of thanks from the 
various students they 

spoke with. Drawings 
adorned the notes and 
simple, but sweet thanks 
were shared in statements 
from very young students 

like: “Thank you Veterans 
for protecting our free-
dom so I can eat a burger 
in peace,” and, “Thank 
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New Funding for Mental Health Facility

Orchard Hospital recently received a substantial grant for their Mental Health Facility Program. Photo courtesy of Orchard Hospital

Orchard Hospital 
News Release

GRIDLEY, CA (MPG) - Behavioral Health 
Continuum Infrastructure Program 
(BHCIP) on December 7, 2022, 
announced the awarding of grant 
funding for county-based projects 
that support behavioral health infra-
structure, giving the county new 
opportunities to address gaps in care 
and create sustainable improvements 
that better serve county residents.

The awards are delivered through 
the Department of Health Care 
Services’ (DHCS) Behavioral Health 
Continuum Infrastructure Program 
(BHCIP) Round 4: Children and 
Youth grants. Governor Gavin 
Newsom announced $480.5 million 
in awards for 54 projects to improve 
California’s behavioral health infra-
structure for children and youth.

This is the fourth of six rounds 
of the $2.2 billion BHCIP funding 

provided by the Legislature and the 
Governor, which was authorized 
in the fiscal year 2021-22 budget 
to construct, acquire, and expand 
behavioral health facilities and com-
munity-based care options as well as 
invest in mobile crisis infrastructure. 
Funds can only be used for facility 
capacity expansion. BHCIP is part 
of a broader commitment by the 
California Health & Human Services 
Agency (CalHHS) to improve the 
state’s behavioral health and long-
term care continuum infrastructure.

These investments will ensure 
care can be provided in the least 
restrictive settings by creating a 
wide range of options, including out-
patient alternatives, urgent care, peer 
respite, wellness centers, and social 
rehabilitation models. They will 
allow alternatives to incarceration, 
hospitalization, homelessness, and 
institutionalization by better meeting 
the needs of vulnerable populations 

who face the greatest barriers to 
access. A variety of care placement 
options can provide a vital off-ramp 
from intensive behavioral health 
service settings, helping transition 
individuals, including the most vul-
nerable, to community living.

Recipients of BHCIP Round 4: 
Children and Youth grants include 
cities, counties, Tribal entities, 
nonprofits, and for-profit organi-
zations statewide that serve target 
populations. Additional informa-
tion on BHCIP Round 4: Children 
and Youth awardees is available at 
BHCIP Grant Award Information.

“Orchard Hospital has recognized 
the need for access to behavioral 
health for children and youth in 
Butte County and the surround-
ing areas. We are extremely excited 
that we have been awarded this 
grant to build a program that will 
allow our youth to have access to 

Continued on page 3

Man Held
to Answer
for Causing

Death While 
Drunk Driving
Butte County DA 
News Release

BUTTE COUNTY, CA (MPG) - 
On December 13, 2022, 
a Butte County Superior 
Court judge found there 
was sufficient evidence 
to hold a 24-year-old 
Oroville man to answer on 
a charge of gross vehic-
ular manslaughter while 
intoxicated. The charge 
stems from a car crash in 
the early morning hours of 
January 23, 2022, in which 
Javier Trujillo-Alvizar, 24, 
formerly of Olivehurst, 
drove himself and two 
friends head-on into an 
oncoming semi-truck.  

District Attorney Mike 
Ramsey said testimony 
was presented at a pre-
liminary hearing that 
Trujillo-Alvizar and two 
friends were celebrating a 
birthday and drinking at a 
bar in Oroville. The party 
continued as the group 
left the bar and went to a 
friend’s house in Gridley 
where Trujillo-Alvizar con-
sumed more alcohol. The 
party continued well into 
the morning until Trujillo-
Alvizar and the two friends 
got into his car and he 
drove towards home, head-
ing south on SR-99. While 
on the way home, Trujillo-
Alvizar drove his car onto 
the shoulder of the oppos-
ing lane of traffic just north 
of Evans Reimer Road.  

Ramsey said Trujillo-
Alvizar ’s car crashed 
head-on into a semi-
truck headed north. Both 
Tru j i l lo -Alv iza r  and 
his two passengers suf-
fered serious injuries. 
Jamie Trigueiro Jr., 23, of 
Auburn died while on the 
way to the hospital. The 
semi-truck driver was not 
injured. The wreck was 
captured on the dash video 
of a truck following the 
northbound truck and was 
presented to the judge at 
preliminary hearing.  

Ramsey said Trujillo-
Alvizar ’s  blood was 
tested at the hospital and 
was measured as over 
twice the legal limit at 
.20%. Trujillo-Alvizar is 
currently being held in cus-
tody on $150,000 bail and 
is next scheduled in court 
on January 5, 2022, at 
8:30 a.m. to have his jury 
trial set.  H

Letters of Thanks

Students from Mrs. Agan’s class who heard from our local VFW members drew a letter 
thanking them for their service. Photo provided by Ed Kawasaki

Continued on page 3
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Are They 
Ready
for This?

LADY INDIANS 
TOO MUCH FOR 
BULLDOGS

A SUCCESSFUL 
SANTA SMACK 

DOWN!
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By Josh F.W. Cook

Time to look back 
(and compare how his-
tory unfolded) on Mr. 
Burleson’s original col-
umn as Live Oak/Gridley/
Biggs turned the page on 
a new decade. Volume 
110, No.40 of the Gridley 
Herald, January 2, 1991. 
The Pi-Line:  Well, here 
it is, the second day of 
the new year, and the bills 
from 1990 are still rolling 
in, especially the taxes. We 
won’t really get into the 
feel of the new year until 
about June.  But, it is time 
to start gearing up, like 
writing the correct date on 
your checks. And, it is time 
to take down all the 1990 
calendars and put up new 
ones. Why do some suppli-
ers deliver their calendars 

a month or two late? They 
should know that the first 
ones hanging on the wall 
arrived in November. This 
is the year that Chico San 
Division of Heinz becomes 
a full-fledged, indepen-
dent Gridley business. 
The City agreed to subsi-
dize the Chico San electric 
bill for five years in order 
to get the factory to move 
to town. The agreement 
to give the company a big 
break on its electricity bills 
will be fulfilled in April. 
Heinz, one of the most 
profitable of the Fortune 
500 companies, purchased 
Chico San and expanded 
its product line from big 
rice cakes to include lit-
tle rice cakes. Then they 
installed clean rooms with 
elaborate machinery to mix 
and package Heinz Weight 
Watchers products. They 
also warehouse and dis-
tribute products from the 
Gridley site and have plans 
to build a larger warehous-
ing unit on the east side 
of the property. Recently 
they installed more effi-
cient rice cake machinery. 
It will be time for a party 
when Chico San shows 

how the City’s gamble 
paid off for the City...and 
Heinz. The Heinz Chico 
San Division is an example 
of a clean industry. It does 
not have or need an indus-
trial sewer as all products 
are dry. The waste, mostly 
of broken rice cakes, is 
hauled off for cattle feed. 
When the molds that form 
the rice cakes are heated up 
for cleaning, they give off 
an odor like fresh-popped 
popcorn, which drifts with 
the wind. Some people say 
the smell makes them hun-
gry. The City no longer 
has surplus power to use 
as an incentive to attract 
new, clean industries, so 
it is going to be a tough 
job to attract them in the 
face of competition from 
Chico, Oroville, and Yuba 
City, where they offer free 
land to industry.  Tri-Valley 
Cannery is continuing 
to expand its production 
capacities and is a bright 
spot in the 1991 economic 
picture.

***
Columnist Josh F.W. 

Cook never liked rice 
cakes, even when they were 
made locally. H

The New Pi-Line

Proudly Located in Gridley for Over 50 Years!

Gridley Country Ford
99 E. and Spruce Street • Gridley

(530)846-4724   Toll Free: 1-800-660-4724

Proudly Located in Gridley for Over 50 Years!

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS

20 YEAR
200,000 MILE POWER TRAIN

WARRANTY
INCLUDED IN THE PURCHASE OF NEW VEHICLES*

*SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS

10 YEAR
100,000 MILE POWER TRAIN

WARRANTY
INCLUDED IN THE PURCHASE OF USED VEHICLES*

*SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS

BIG CITY INVENTORY • SMALL TOWN SERVICE

Knights of Columbus

Sundial Orchards

Christian Life Church

Railhouse Pub and Grill

Ace Hardware

Gridley Quota Club

Back in Time Arcade

Memories by Morris

Manzanita Market

Starbucks

Gridley Parks and Recreation THANKS the  
following sponsors of the Grinchmas Breakfast:

The Gridley Recreation Center
(530) 846-3264

M E M O R I A L

Lou Ella (Ell ie) 

Haynes, age 84, a 

longtime resident 

of Gridley passed 

away on December 

18, 2022, with her 

family by her side. 

El l ie was born 

a n d  r a i s e d  i n 

San Jose, CA, where she 

attended Willow Glen High 

School and met and married 

her high school sweetheart, 

Phillip Haynes. She graduated 

Magna Cum Laude f rom 

San Jose State University in 

1960 with a degree in early 

chi ldhood education. She 

moved to Gridley in 1961 

where her husband began 

farming. In addition to being 

a homemaker, she was the 

bookkeeper for their various 

farming operations and drove 

truck during walnut harvest. 

She was also active in the 

community: working as a 

teacher at Tiny Tot Preschool; 

serving several times as both 

Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts 

leader; serving on the Biggs-

Gridley Hospital Board; being 

a member of Beta Sigma 

Phi Sorority for more than 

30 years, serving as Career 

Center Counselor at Gridley 

High School, and volunteering 

with Women in Crisis in Chico.

El l ie was very 

much loved by all 

who knew her. Her 

primary love and 

focus were always 

her family. She was 

an amazing mother 

and grandmother 

and a  devoted 

wife. She enjoyed anything 

involving her children and 

grandchildren, music, and 

traveling with her daughters, 

especially to Europe.

She is survived by her 

husband of 64 years, Phillip, 

and their three children, John 

Haynes of Marysville, Carol 

Haynes Smith (Douglas) of 

Fair Oaks and Julia Haynes 

McConaughy (Patr ick)  of 

Napa. She is also survived by 

five grandchildren. She was 

predeceased by her parents 

Robert V. and Ina Lotz, her 

brother Robert W. Lotz and her 

sister Nathalie (Sallee) Lotz.

A celebrat ion of  E l l ie ’s 

life will take place at a later 

date. In lieu of flowers, the 

family asks that you consider 

a  donat ion  to  St .  Jude 

Children’s Research Hospital 

at https://www.stjude.org or 

262 Danny Thomas Place, 

Memphis, TN 38105.

Arrangements entrusted to 

Gridley-Block Funeral Chapel.

L O U  E L L A  ( E L L I E )  H A Y N E S  

1/29/1938 – 12/18/2022

v

Defendants Held to Answer
on 2021 Robbery/Murder

Butte County DA News Release

BUTTE COUNTY, CA (MPG) - Three Oroville 
co-defendants were in Butte County 
Superior Court this December for an 
extended preliminary hearing on mur-
der and related charges that may bring 
life sentences in state prison. 

In January 2022 the Butte County 
District Attorney’s Office filed fel-
ony complaints charging Andrew 
Lockner, 36, Lester Reed, 44, and 
Shelby Beaulieu (aka Bankston), 26, 
all of Oroville, with murder, attempted 
robbery, and shooting at an occu-
pied vehicle that resulted in the death 
of a 33-year-old Oroville man in June 
2021. Beaulieu is charged with an addi-
tional misdemeanor count of soliciting 
for prostitution. Lockner and Reed are 
each charged with a count of being 
a convicted felon in possession of 
a firearm.  

On December 13, 2022, a six-hour 
preliminary hearing on all three defen-
dants was held in the Butte County 
Superior Court.  During the prelim-
inary hearing, prosecutors presented 
witnesses and evidence sufficient to 
convince the judge to hold all three 
defendants for trial on all charges and 
allegations in the criminal complaint.    

Butte County District Attorney Mike 
Ramsey said the charges arise from the 
morning of June 29, 2021, in South 
Oroville.  Ramsey said the evidence 
presented at the preliminary hearing 
established that at approximately 5:27 
a.m. on June 29, 2021, Oroville Police 
received a call of an unresponsive man 
in the driver’s seat of a vehicle near the 
intersection of Lincoln Boulevard and 
Pearl Street in South Oroville.  When 
Oroville Police arrived, they found 

Jacob Nevin, 33, of Oroville, deceased 
in the vehicle.  The cause of death was 
determined to be a gunshot wound. 

Ramsey said during an ensuing sev-
en-month investigation, detectives 
from the Oroville Police Department 
determined Nevin had been shot at 
5:08 a.m. while sitting in his vehicle in 
a gravel parking lot near the intersec-
tion of Myers and D Streets in South 
Oroville. Text messages between Nevin 
and Beaulieu were presented at the pre-
liminary hearing in which Beaulieu 
agreed to engage in an act of prosti-
tution with Nevin and asked Nevin to 
meet her at the gravel parking lot. 

Further evidence presented estab-
lished that while Beaulieu met with 
Nevin in the parking lot, Lockner and 
Reed approached from a different 
direction with the intent to rob Nevin.  
During the attempted robbery one shot 
was fired, striking Nevin in the abdo-
men.  After being shot, Nevin attempted 
to flee in his vehicle.  Nevin drove 
approximately 9 blocks before losing 
consciousness and drifting off the road 
at the location where he was found. 

Oroville Police officers testified a 
passerby noticed the vehicle, still run-
ning, with Nevin slouched in the 
driver’s side and pulled over to assist. 
By the time Oroville Police arrived, 
Nevin had died from the single gunshot 
wound. 

Ramsey said all three defendants will 
be in court on December 28, 2022, at 
8:30 a.m. in Butte County Superior 
Court for the setting of their joint jury 
trial.  All three defendants are in cus-
tody in lieu of bail.  Bail was set for 
Lockner at $2,550,000; for Reed 
at $2,650,000; and for Bankston at 
$2,375,000.  H
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WILLIAMS
AG SERVICE

530-868-1335
1614 Afton Rd • Biggs

Yuba City • 530-755-0418 • 1629 Colusa Ave
Marysville • 530-645-5050 • 904 B Street

myrvcb.com 

allevity.com • 530-345-2486
870 Manzanita Ct  Ste A • Chico

530-846-4777 • Oroville

Wishing You A Happy New Year!

530-846-3049
525 Fairview Dr • Gridley

Big Valley
ag SerViceS, inc

Happy New Year!

530-846-5612
954 State Hwy 99

Gridley

530-673-0921
900 N George Washington Blvd

Yuba City

530-673-2947
770 N Walton Ave  Ste 100 • Yuba City

Dow Lewis Motors

530-674-2000
2913 CoLusa Hwy • yuba City

530-751-2238
1397 Colusa Hwy • Yuba City

linda’S
Soda Bar & grill
Breakfast & Lunch served aLL day • new hours: 7 am - 2 pm

530-673-8140 • 668 Plumas st • Yuba CitY

Biggs • (530) 868-5798
Williams • (530) 473-2652
PO Box 497 • Biggs, CA 95917

Lessons Learned
Preschool

530-868-5200
457 B St • Biggs, CA

K C TOWING & RECOVERY 24/7
Happy New Year!

530-846-0182
1157 State Hwy 99 • Gridley

Point Four, inc
Wishing EvEryonE A sAfE,

hEAlthy & hAppy nEW yEAr!

470 B St • Biggs, CA

GriDLey
PaCkinG, inC
530-846-3753

1366 Larkin Rd • Gridley

EmpirE StEEl
Scrap Metal recycler & crV

530-673-7180
3094 N TowNship Rd • Yuba CiTY

JoSEph WatErbury ElEctric, inc
3rd Generation Electrical Company

CIO Lic #1072391

530-434-1929 • 1290 State Hwy 99 • Gridley

Kenneth R. Skyberg, dds
Happy New Year To Everyone!

530-846-4815
424 Magnolia St • Gridley

Cookie Tree
www.CookieTree.neT
530-673-1246

441 Bridge ST  STe A • YuBA CiTY

Golden Valley auto Body
Happy New year To everyoNe!

530-671-4444
727 Sutter St • Yuba CitY

caldwell’S
cuStom countertoPS, inc

530-821-5845
766 Sutter St • Yuba City

Milani Optical
Happy New Year!

530-673-2828
644 Plumas St • Yuba City

kunkLe
HeaLtH & weLLness

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!
530-821-5865

1215 Plumas St  Ste 101 • Yuba City

yuba city Scrap & StEEl, inc
Happy New Year!

530-673-9442
1312 Garden Hwy • Yuba City

orChArd MAChinerY Corp
Happy New Year!

530-673-2822
2700 ColuSA hwY • YuBA CiTY

Durham auto Parts
Happy New Year!

530-891-3525
9358 Midway • Durham

Yuba City
Grocery Outlet

530-674-5231
1721 Colusa Hwy • Yuba City

Mallard Mini Storage
Happy New Year!

530-846-6864
1796 State Hwy 99 • Gridley

AssociAted Rice
MARketing coopeRAtive

530-882-4002
5246 Midway St • Richvale

Law Offices of
LARRY S. BUCKLEY

Wishing You A Happy New Year!
530-343-3695

www.larrysbuckley.com

Alleged Real-life ‘Grinch’ Charged 
with Stealing Holiday Displays

Butte County DA News Release

BUTTE COUNTY, CA (MPG) - A Chico man 
is a real-life “Grinch” according to the 
Butte County District Attorney’s Office, 
charged with stealing expensive inflat-
able Christmas displays from various 
lawns and businesses of the good Who’s 
of Chico-ville.  

Wayland Rudd, 38, was captured during 
his attempt to steal Christmas from Chico 
after one of the good Who’s reported see-
ing him stealing Christmas decorations 
from a north Chico motel.  

Chico police tracked him down late 
Tuesday night and found him in posses-
sion of a stolen inflatable penguin from 
the motel plus other inflatables from other 
areas of Chico including a 6.5-foot-tall 
inflatable Grinch with a chimney, a 6-foot-
tall inflatable unicorn with a wreath, a 
3.5-foot-tall inflatable unicorn, a 7-foot-
tall Santa on a motorcycle, and a large 
inflatable Santa in a firetruck. The items 

totaled over $1,000 in value and he was 
arrested for felony possession of over 
$950 of stolen property.  

Wayland’s theft of the inflatable Santa 
in a firetruck was captured on a home sur-
veillance video from a residence off Eaton 
Road. A community group on Facebook 
posted the video depicting a male adult 
as he slithered and slunk on the ground, 
stealing the inflatable from the resident’s 
yard earlier in the week. 

District Attorney Mike Ramsey said 
his office charged Rudd on December 22, 
2022, with the felony possession charge 
and he was arraigned in Butte County 
Superior Court this afternoon. 

Ramsey said he asked the judge to 
hold Rudd in custody in lieu of $15,000 
bail, noting the real-life Grinch “had a 
heart two sizes too small.” The judge set 
the bail as requested, appointed a public 
defender and remanded him to the cus-
tody of the Butte County Jail where he 
spent Christmas. H

services that are currently 
only available outside our 
area.” says Julie Bunn, 
Foundation, Grants and 
Community Outreach 
Coordinator.

The $7,901,351 grant 
funds given to Orchard 
Hospital will go towards 
the creation of a youth 
p s y c h i a t r i c  h e a l t h -
care facility project in 
Butte County. Offering 

proactive care and early 
intervention during the 
developmental stage of 
adolescence. And guaran-
teeing access to services 
regardless of payor source 
or ability to pay.  H

Funding Awarded to Mental Health Facility
Continued from page 1

you for your service to our country and 
for the flags and for protecting our coun-
try so we can be safe at night.”

VFW Member Sergio Gonzalez, 
who visited the classrooms with his 
fellow veterans, says, “It warms my 
heart to know these children and teach-
ers have respect for the flag, and they 
understand the importance of appreci-
ation for all veterans who have served 
for the benefit of all. These young peo-
ple are the future and give me hope that 

our democracy and way of life is alive 
and well.”

Commander of Gridley VFW, Ed 
Kawasaki adds, “We veterans would like 
to say ‘Thank You’ to the students who 
took the time to write and tell us that 
you care for our service to you and our 
Country. It is very meaningful to those 
who serve and have served. For those of 
us in the Armed Services, we never for-
get why we chose the path that we have 
and hope that some of you will choose to 
do the same someday.” H

Letters of Thanks

Wilson School’s 4th grade class got to hear from VFW members Norris Anderson (left) and 
Sergio Gonzalez (right) as they handed out American flags. Photo provided by Ed Kawasaki

Continued from page 1
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The Gridley Herald is an adjudicated newspaper for all legal 

advertising in Butte and Sutter Counties.

Published Every Friday • USPS Permit 245
Postmaster send address changes to:

The Gridley Herald
300 Spruce St., Ste. C, Gridley, California 95948
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Thank You, and Happy Holidays!!
Sparky the Dog

Gridley Fire Station 74

CORNER
Calling 911

1. Do not panic. This is easier said than done. Panic does not help. Instead, begin 
to plan what you will say to the dispatcher.

2. Find a phone. Preferably a land line unless it’s a fi re or burglary. This will help 
determine your location. If it’s a fi re, don’t stay in the building, get out fi rst.

3.  Call 911. Pick up the receiver and dial 911. Be aware that, sometimes, it takes 
time for the phone to route to the correct answering point. Do not hang up if you 
do not connect immediately!!

4. Know what you will be asked. Make sure that you are aware of each of the 
following:

 • The phone number of your phone. The dispatcher will need instructions on 
how to get to where you are, and may need to call back for more information. 
Know the phone number of your phone.

 • Location. Give the dispatcher your address or a detailed description of your 
location. The emergency is not always located where you are calling from. 
Always be aware of your surroundings and where you are. Try to keep a 
watch out for the road signs, business names and intersections whenever 
you may travel.

 • Nature of the emergency: Do you require assistance 
from law enforcement, medical professionals, and/
or fi re fi ghters? Have a detailed, yet concise, 
description of the emergency. In general, the most 
important thing is why you need assistance (a traffi c 
accident, for example).

5. Do not hang up until instructed to. Anything can 
happen, and the emergency services need to know 
your situation at all times. In an emergency such 
as a structure fi re, the dispatcher will need 
to know if there are other people in the 
building and where any safe exits are.

Remember that adults are not always available 
to call 911, so teach your children how to use 911. 
Practice with a pretend phone, and make sure they 
understand it’s important to call 911 only in an 
emergency.

CTC Provides $1 Billion for Pedestrian 
Projects and Infrastructure

Caltrans News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - The California 
Transportation Commission (CTC) 
approved on the week of December 9, 
2022, $1 billion for 93 new walking and 
biking projects for disadvantaged com-
munities as part of the 2023 Active 
Transportation Program and allocated more 
than $878 million for projects to repair 
and improve transportation infrastruc-
ture throughout the state. The allocation 
includes more than $209 million in funding 
from the federal Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs Act of 2021 (IIJA) and more than 
$339 million in funding from Senate Bill 
(SB) 1, the Road Repair and Accountability 
Act of 2017.

T h e  a c t i v e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
projects approved at the meeting will ben-
efit disadvantaged communities throughout 
California, two-thirds of which will imple-
ment safe routes for children to walk or 
bike to school. The projects make up more 
than half of the 2023 Active Transportation 
Program, with an additional $700 million 
to be awarded in the spring. Much of the 
funding comes from a one-time infusion of 
$1 billion for active transportation in the 
2022-23 state budget as part of a nearly 
$15 billion transportation infrastructure 
package.

 “California and our federal partners are 
continuing to make historic headway in 
addressing our transportation needs and 
advancing safety, equity, climate action 
and economic prosperity,” said Caltrans 
Director Tony Tavares. “Importantly, this 
includes significant investments in infra-
structure that allows everyone to access 
active means of transportation, like walk-
ing and biking.”

Active transportation projects approved 
at the meeting include:

City of West Sacramento: $16 million 
for the I Street Bridge Deck Conversion 
Project. This project will repurpose and 
modernize the historic I Street Bridge to 
close an active transportation gap and foster 
economic development between low-in-
come and disadvantaged neighborhoods 
in West Sacramento and Sacramento. The 
project will construct and connect new 
Americans with Disabilities Act compli-
ant bicycle/pedestrian ramps on both sides 
of the Sacramento River and enhance the 
upper deck to facilitate and encourage 
active transportation between the two cities.  

Nevada County: $13.8 million for 
State Route 49 multi-modal corridor 
improvements.

City of Rancho Cordova: $19.9 million 
for a Zinfandel Drive bicycle/pedestrian 
overcrossing.

Yuba County: $21 million for the West 
Linda Safe Routes to School Project.

City of Williams: $9.3 million for the E 
Street Complete Streets Project.

Town of Paradise: $12.3 million for the 
Neal Gateway Project; $6.7 million for the 
Skyway Link Project; and $22 million for 
the Pentz Road Pathway Project.

City of Placerville: $15.4 million for the 
first phase of Placerville Drive bicycle and 
pedestrian facilities improvements.

Butte County: $7.8 million for the 
South Oroville Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Connectivity Project.

City of Sacramento: $1.1 million for 
the Envision Broadway Project in Oak 
Park.

The $878 million in projects the CTC 
approved include:  H

LOCAL FISHING
Launch at the old Mawson Bridge 

north of Meridian, motor up the Sutter 
By-Pass to its confluence with Butte 
Creek, where it empties into Moon Bend 
on the Sacramento River. Huge channel 
catfish gather here for:

Brownie’s Bait Formula
3lbs. Fresh Beef Brains
½ lb. Limburger Cheese

¼ Cup Garlic Flakes
½ Cup Quaker Oats

Fishing In the City of Sacramento:
All five ponds planted with rainbow trout

Rod and reel loaners are free
Call: 916-502-3474

SAN FRANCISCO BAY-DELTA
Halibut stopped biting in the bay. “Finis”. 

San Joaquin River, under the Antioch 
Bridge. Limits of legal stripers. USE: Mud 
suckers. (b)  Delta Sturgeon in Sacramento 
River, at Pittsburg. Fish the incoming tide 
at 55ft deep. 1-oversize and 1-slot. Locate 
with Fish Finders. USE: Ghost Shrimp. (b)  
Old Moth Ball Fleet; sturgeon line rubbing 
galore. Caught 3-slots. USE: Fresh Salmon 
Roe. (b)

COASTAL WATERS
Halfmoon Bay; Dungeness crab and 

rockfish limits. Crab; USE: Fish Offal. 
(b)  Rockfish; USE: Shrimp Fly. (b)  
Commercial crab season opens; January 7, 
2023. Zones 3-6. Note: Too late for Xmas!  

LAKES RESERVOIRS
AND RIVERS

Folsom Lake rainbows to 3 lbs. USE: 
Speedy Shiner. (a)  Black bass; 1-2 lbs. 
USE: Senko. (a)  Davis Lake; starting to 
ice over. Shore fishermen catch rainbows. 
USE: Power Bait. (a)  Lake Almanor; 
Hamilton Branch. Nice Bows. USE: 
Rapala. (a)  Lake Oroville; Spotted bass 
biting on the drop. Try the Middle Fork. 
USE: Hula Grubs. (b)  Note: Spillway 

gravel ramp open, Bidwell ramp closed.  
Pyramid Lake, Nev. Cold water brings 
Pilot Peak Cutthroats close to shore. 
Fly fishing…USE: Egg Sucking Leech, 
Popcorn Beetle. (a)  Indicator fishing, set 
water bubble at 8ft deep. 

RIVERS
Sacramento River system. Sturgeon bit-
ing at Rio Vista to Pittsburg. USE: 
Ghost Shrimp. (b)  Note: CDFW tag-
ging program. Call: 925-497-7171. 
Upper American River opens January 1, 
2023. Try below Nimbus Fish Hatchery. 

Steelhead looking for…USE: Soft 
Red Beads, Glo-Bugs. Truckee River; 
Rainbows and Brown Trout on the bite. 
USE: Egg Patterns. (b)  Klamath River 
between Interstate 5 near Holbrook and 
300ft below Irongate Fish Hatchery. Bag 
one adult, less than 24 inches. Take two 
Jack Salmon. { Jacks are “precocial”. 
Spent only one year in ocean. Usually, 
approximately 11-inches small. Spawn 
and die in their second year}.
“Suffering Succotash.”  BROWNIE

Soft Red Beads and Glo-Bugs

Egg Sucking Leech Popcorn Beetle

WE SUPPORT FIRST RESPONDERS

BCSO Swat Team Peacefully 
Resolves Armed Standoff

BCSO News Release

BUTTE COUNTY, CA (MPG) - On December 
22, 2022, around 5:25 p.m. a victim called 
911 and reported a suspect, who was later 
identified as Andrew Atencio, age 31, of 
Oroville, was inside his residence. The 
victim explained he arrived home from 
work, opened the front door to his resi-
dence, and encountered Atencio. Atencio 
had armed himself with a firearm that 
he located inside the victim’s residence. 
During the encounter, Atencio pointed the 
firearm at the victim. The victim was able 
to escape and immediately contacted the 
Butte County Sheriff’s Office (BCSO).

Deputies immediately responded to the 
victim’s residence, which is located on 
Self Lane, Oroville. Upon arrival, depu-
ties determined Atencio was armed with a 
firearm and had barricaded himself inside 
the victim’s residence.

Deputies and detectives determined 
Atencio is on felony Post Release 
Community Supervision and is required 
to wear a GPS ankle monitor. Detectives 
contacted the Butte County Probation 
Department and determined that within 
the past 24 hours Atencio was involved 
in a vehicle accident near the victim’s 

residence. Probation officers determined 
that after the vehicle accident, Atencio 
removed his GPS ankle monitor and fled 
on foot prior to the California Highway 
Patrol arriving to investigate the accident.

After obtaining information from the 
victim, detectives obtained a no bail arrest 
warrant for Atencio for multiple felonies 
to include: burglary, assault with a deadly 
weapon, and being a prohibited person in 
possession of a firearm and ammunition.

Based on Atencio’s conduct and his-
tory, BCSO was concerned that if Atencio 
evaded arrest, he would pose a danger 
to others he may encounter. To mitigate 
that risk, the BCSO Special Weapons 
and Tactics Team (SWAT) and the BCSO 
Hostage Negotiations Team (HNT) were 
called.

BCSO SWAT and HNT Team members 
communicated with Atencio for several 
hours. During the communications, de-es-
calation tactics were utilized. After several 
hours, SWAT and HNT Team members 
convinced Atencio to exit the residence 
and surrender. Atencio was taken into cus-
tody without incident.

After the arrest, the loaded firearm 
Atencio pointed at the victim was located by 
detectives inside the victim’s residence.  H
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Somehow the snow is 
a little like Christmas. We 
can expect it. We can lis-
ten to the television weather 
and expect it. But still, when 
it comes it’s like a gift - a 
wonderful unwrapped gift - 
because it is the wrapping.

Doc found it when he 
turned on the porch light 
before dawn and the sheer 
whiteness of it came to 
him, and he smiled and let 
the cup of coffee warm his 

hands and the coffee itself 
warm his insides.

Snow – whether it’s an 
inch or three feet – tucks us 
in, he thought. It’s an act of 
love, covering each of us 
equally, as a mother would 
do. There should be an 
ordinance, he thought, smil-
ing, that no one should be 
required to get out and drive 
in it, shovel it, curse it, until 
at least the initial magic has 
passed. Soon enough, we 
realize, it will be plowed 
into muddy strips on our 
streets and slushed into the 
gutters and our shoes will 
complain and we’ll have to 
be careful not to track it in 
the house. That comes later. 
Road closures … they come 

later, too. When these heavy 
gray heavens pull back to 
reveal the moon and the sun, 
the cold will come, along 
with the threat of ruptured 
pipes.

But not now. Right now, 
in the holiness of early 
morning, Doc had the best 
of the snow. The gentle, 
eternally silent blessing of 
winter.

It should stay that way at 
least through breakfast, he 
thought. At least through 
breakfast.

Brought to you by 
Saddle Up: A Cowboy 
Guide to Writing by Slim 
Randles. Now available as 
a Kindle book on Amazon.
com. H

The Gentle, Eternally Silent 
Blessing of Winter

Slim Randles’ HOME COUNTRY

Slim Randles

Happy New Year! Welcome to 2023! 
You have one more day to close out 
the year 2022. Good or bad or bad it 
is passing away and a 
bright, shiny, new year is 
on the horizon. It is time 
to contribute what you 
can to your 401K, pay of 
taxes, get rid of old reso-
lutions, and get ready to 
start the new adventure.

I remember the turning 
of 1999 into 2000. People 
were prophesizing awful 
events because computers were going 
down, lack of food and water, cars stop-
ping, planes stop flying falling from the 
sky. As the clock ticked away until the 
witching hour of 12 midnight, people 
watched in wonder and fear at what was 
going to happen.

Bong! The clock rang out with 12 
chimes. It was a new year and a new 
century and----NOTHING! People had 
over worried, over prepared, and over 
publicized a change in time. The world 
didn’t end. The computers still worked. 
Cars continued to run and planes stayed 
in the air.

Just as in days of “ole”, man worked 
himself into a frenzy. Ancient peoples 
judged heavenly signs, earthly events, 

and tales handed down by ancestors as a 
way to predict future happenings. Most 
of times it was God’s prophecies that 

heralded true and not man’s 
fear and false beliefs.

As we face a new year 
and step through time into 
another chance to make 
lives better and correct the 
wrong we’ve done, keep 
in mine that God controls 
the all of creation. Live 
and practice a faith in Him 

and another year will offer 
exactly what we need.

Fear and worry hold us back from 
accomplishing what He has planned 
for us. He did not a faith of fear but 
of courage and determination. Walk 
in peace. Speak with love. Act in His 
blessings. Look forward to a better year 
and not backward at the past. We can’t 
change the past or decide the future. We 
have the present and God walks with us 
every step of every day of every year. 
HAPPY NEW YEAR!!

Come walk with us beside God 
this coming year. The Gridley United 
Methodist Church meets Sunday at 10 
am. Our church is at 285 Magnolia 
Street. All are welcome to join our jour-
ney with God. H

Thoughts to Ponder
by Kathy Neal

By Barbara Ott

Here we are at the 
end of the year 2022.  
How did that happen?  I 
remember when 1984 was 
a year in the far future, 
when I was young.  Now 
I’m in the years when I 
fully expected to see com-
mon space travel.  I do 
have to say we do have 
the “credits” that science 
fiction talked about.  We 
also have transmitters and 
hand held computers as 

well as phones where you 
can see the person you 
talk to (disturbing if they 
call you before you are 
ready for the day).  Winter 
is a time of thinking back 
as well as the world of 
nature moving forward.  

The underground world 
of Winter is alive.  On the 
surface many plants shut 
down for a rest.  In reality 
they are busy underground 
making more roots and 
getting ready for the full 
blown action of spring.  
This especially applies 
to seeds.  They are rest-
ing in the womb of the 
earth until it warms.  Then 
the seeds are triggered to 
split open run out a root 
to the earth and a coty-
ledon to the air.  Then it 
turns into a riot of growth 
and spreading whether 

unwelcome weeds or 
beloved horticultural 
miracles, like double daf-
fodils.  Of course the 
daffodil is a bulb but it too 
is busy in the winter get-
ting ready to burst forth.  
If we could take pictures 
of energy, I’m sure some 
scientist has done this, the 
Winter world under the 
ground would glow with 
light.

Now is a great time 
to prune your fruit trees 
and roses.  Mine are all 
done so I can spray for 
peach leaf curl.  The other 
thing to remember in this 
Winter time, it is a time 
of cleaning up.  Rake 
up around your grapes 
to avoid grape leaf hop-
pers later.  May the year 
2023 be full of hope and 
minimal surprises. H

Gridley Thumbs and Roots 

Help Wanted - Trucking Newspapers

MESSENGER PUBLISHING GROUP 

is seeking a delivery driver to haul our newspapers every Thursday morning 
from our offices in Carmichael to our locations in Marysville and Gridley. 

Newspapers must be loaded in Carmichael at 8:30 Thursday mornings. Delivery 
then drops to Marysville by 11:30 am and then drops to Gridley by 1:00 pm.

Round trip is approximately 120 miles. Total time for the delivery is 
approximately 6 hours.

This is an independent contractor position. You must have a very reliable cargo 
van to be able to handle the volume of newspapers being delivered. You must 
have current DMV, drivers license, proper insurance and must be a resident of 
the State of California.

The delivery includes loading and unloading the product. You must be able to 
lift and move the newspapers without any assistance.

To apply contact us via email at Publisher@MPG8.com. You can also call us 
during regular business hours at 916-773-1111.

THE GRIDLEYTHE GRIDLEY
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A Veteran

Today

I’ll Be Nice, But 
I’ll Tell the Truth

Dear Dave,
I’m 32 and a teacher. 

My house is my only debt, 
and there’s $55,000 left on 
my mortgage. My parents 
always taught my brother 
and I about saving and 
being smart with money. 
The other day, mom and 
dad offered to pay off the 
rest of my mortgage by 
loaning me the money with 
a very small interest rate. 
I know you don’t like the 
idea of mixing money and 
family, but considering I 
have a great relationship 
with my parents, what do 
you think about this offer?

– Lucy
Dear Lucy,
I’m going to make a sug-

gestion before saying don’t 
do this. See what I did there?

But seriously, I’d recom-
mend they just make the 

money a gift and reduce 
your portion of any later 
inheritance by that amount. 
By doing this, you could 
help reduce the possibil-
ity of your brother feeling 
slighted in any way.

I would never loan my 
kids money. And here’s 
why: One hundred percent 
of the time, the Bible says 
the borrower is slave to the 
lender. That doesn’t exempt 
parents and their kids. No 
matter how nice your mas-
ters are, you’re still a slave 
in this kind of situation – 
and you’ll feel it. Family 
dinners and get-togethers 
are different when you’re 
sitting down to eat with 
your masters –your credi-
tors – instead of just good 
ol’ Mom and Dad.

Don’t get me wrong, 
I’m not suggesting you 
should act ungrateful that 
they offered a loan instead 
of a gift. It’s a gener-
ous thing either way. But 
if they don’t want to go 
the gift route, that’s fine. 
You have a good job, a 
nice home, and you’ll be 
okay. The thing is, I just 
wouldn’t want to take a 
chance on straining a great 

relationship – or even ruin-
ing it – because of money.

Lacy, you’re 32, a 
teacher and a homeowner. 
In my mind that says a 
lot about you, your matu-
rity and your work ethic. 
That being the case, I get 
how this could be a weird 
thing for you to do. So, I’m 
going to give you an out: 
Blame me. Just tell them 
you talked to me, and I 
said don’t do the loan idea. 
Tell them I gave you the 
make-it-a-gift-tied-to-the-
inheritance idea.

If your mom or dad 
wants to talk to me about 
things, that’s fine. I’ll be 
kind to them. But I’ll tell 
the truth like I always do.

– Dave

Dave Ramsey is an eight-
time national bestselling 
author, personal finance 
expert and host of “The 
Ramsey Show,” heard by 
more than 18 million lis-
teners. He has appeared on 
“Good Morning America,” 
“CBS Th is  Morn ing ,” 
“Today,” Fox News, CNN, 
Fox Business and many more. 
Since 1992, He also serves as 
CEO of Ramsey Solutions. H

Dave Ramsey Says 

By Dan Walters, 
CALMatters.org

Politicians, being egocen-
tric by nature, sometimes 
do foolish, even childish, 
things in their insatiable 
hunger for attention.

California Gov. Gavin 
Newsom did a foolish thing 
last summer when he per-
suaded the Legislature 
to pass Senate Bill 1327, 
which would have subjected 
makers of guns prohibited 
by state law to civil law-
suits. It essentially stripped 
them of their right to defend 
themselves by making them 
liable for court fees.

It was patterned on a 2021 
Texas law (Senate Bill 8) 
that made anyone who “who 
aids or abets” an abortion 
after six weeks of pregnancy 
subject to private lawsuits 
with similar restrictions on 
mounting a defense.

Newsom more or less 
admitted that SB 1327 was 
a stunt aimed at marshal-
ling opposition to the Texas 
law. The bill even has lan-
guage that repeals itself if 
and when the Texas law is 
overturned in court.

Litigation on the Texas 
law is underway. This 
month, the U.S. Supreme 
Court declared that a law-
suit challenging the law can 
proceed.

Meanwhile, however, 
California gun rights groups 
mounted a legal challenge 

to SB 1327, and this week, 
U.S. District Court Judge 
Roger Benitez, who has 
issued other pro-gun rights 
decisions in recent years, 
blocked the law’s enforce-
ment. His order came with 
some sharp criticism for 
making it virtually impossi-
ble for targets of lawsuits to 
defend themselves.

“This court concludes 
that the purpose and effect 
of (SB 1327) is to trench 
on a citizen’s right of 
access to the courts and to 
discourage the peaceful 
vindication of an enumer-
ated constitutional right,” 
he wrote. “Because the 
state fee-shifting statute 
undermines a citizen’s con-
stitutional rights, it is this 
court’s role to declare its 
invalidity and enjoin its 
threat.”

Newsom had  once 
described Benitez as a 
“wholly-owned subsidiary 
of the gun lobby and the 
National Rifle Association” 
after one of the judge’s pre-
vious gun control rulings, 
but after this week’s deci-
sion, he effusively praised 
Benitez.

“I want to thank Judge 
Benitez,” Newsom said in 
a statement. “We have been 
saying all along that Texas’ 
anti-abortion law is outra-
geous. Judge Benitez just 
confirmed it is also uncon-
stitutional. The provision 
in California’s law that he 
struck down is a replica 
of what Texas did, and his 
explanation of why this 
part of SB 1327 unfairly 
blocks access to the courts 
applies equally to Texas’ 
SB 8. There is no longer 
any doubt that Texas’ cruel 
anti-abortion law should 
also be struck down.”

It should be struck down 
for the same reasons – that 
it unconstitutionally lim-
its the right to defend 
oneself against a lawsuit. 
But whether it will be is not 
certain.

There are a few differ-
ences in the two laws and 
one big difference in the 
underlying issues of abor-
tion rights and gun rights. 
The Supreme Court, in 
overturning Roe v. Wade, 
explicitly declared that there 
is no constitutional right to 
abortion while the “right to 
bear arms” is specifically 
mentioned in the Bill of 
Rights.

Given that difference, and 
the Supreme Court’s obvi-
ous distaste for severely 
restrictive gun laws, it’s 
entirely possible that 
California’s law will be per-
manently blocked while the 
Texas law survives, at least 
in some form.

Whatever the outcome, 
however, the SB 1327 saga 
is an exercise in political 
oneupsmanship that makes 
a mockery of the legis-
lative process. Passing a 
law in California with the 
declared intent of shaming 
a law in Texas while putting 
Californians in legal jeop-
ardy is political malpractice.

Newsom and the legis-
lators who voted for SB 
1327 should be ashamed 
of themselves. They should 
be spending their time on 
California’s many seri-
ous problems, not trying to 
tell Texas what it should be 
doing.

Dan Walters has been 
a journalist for nearly 
60 years,  spending all 
but a few of those years 
working for California 
newspapers.  H

Federal Judge Blocks Newsom’s 
Foolish Gun Law
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Roundtable Responds to Governor Newsom’s New Oil Profit Penalty Tax
California Business 
Roundtable News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Rob 
Lapsley, president of the 
California Business Roundtable, 
issued the following statement on 
December 5, 2022, in response to 

Governor Newsom’s oil profits 
penalty tax proposal:

“Let’s be clear, the gover-
nor’s proposed profit ‘penalty’ is 
just a tax by another name and 
will raise the price at the pump 
even higher for hardworking 
California families. The Energy 

Commission, industry experts, 
and economists have all pointed 
to actions by the state—including 
the more than $1.08 per gallon of 
taxes and fees—as the main cul-
prit for California’s persistently 
high gas prices. But instead of 
addressing the costs his and 

previous administrations have 
added to gasoline as a result of 
their energy policies, Governor 
Newsom is trying to distract with 
a political ploy that will make our 
gas price crisis even worse. The 
governor is sending a message to 
investors and companies across 

the country that California now 
intends to start micromanaging 
business decisions, in addition 
to the myriad and growing reg-
ulations, high taxes and policies 
that continue to make California 
the worst place in the nation to 
do business.”  H

Announcement
Become a Published Au-
thor. We want to Read Your 
Book! Dorrance Publishing, 
Trusted by Authors since 
1920. Book manuscript sub-
missions currently being 
reviewed. Comprehensive 
services: Consultation, Pro-
duction, Promotion and Dis-
tribution. Call for your Free 
Author’s Guide 1-877-538-
9554 or visit http://dorrance 
info.com/Cali  (Cal-SCAN)

Prepare for power outag-
es today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 
Money Down + Low Monthly 
Payment Options. Request a 
FREE Quote -Call now before 
the next power outage: 1-844-
439-5645 (Cal-SCAN)

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! 
Page Publishing will help you 
self-publish your own book. 
FREE author submission kit! 
Limited offer! Why wait? Call 
now: 1-855-667-0380 (Cal-SCAN)

Local Classified
Health/Wellness

JOIN FOR FREE - NO KITS 
OR QUOTES & FREE WEB-
SITE. CTFO (Changing The 
Futrue Outcome) Has the best 
CBD oil available. Products for 
health, beauty, weight or hair 
loss and even for your pets. 
Check out these products:  
canderson.myctfo.com TFN

Insurance/Health

SAVE BIG on HOME INSUR-
ANCE! Compare 20 A-rated 
insurances companies. Get 
a quote within minutes. Aver-
age savings of $444/year! Call 
1-844-410-9609! (M-F 8am-
8pm Central)  (Cal-SCAN)

Internet
FREE high speed internet for 
those that qualify. Government 
program for recipients of se-
lect programs incl. Medicaid, 
SNAP, Housing Assistance, 
WIC, Veterans Pension, Sur-
vivor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 
15 GB internet service. Bonus 
offer: Android tablet FREE 
with one-time $20 copay. 
Free shipping & handling. Call 
Maxsip Telecom today! 1-855-
480-0769  (Cal-SCAN)

Job Opportunity
Automotive Parts Associate
HUST BROTHERS of Gridley 
is seeking a full-time automo-
tive parts associate to join our 
team. Job description includes: 
Provide auto parts answers 
and solutions for our retail cus-
tomers in person at the count-
er/over the phone; Provide 
outstanding customer care 
and interactions with everyone 
who comes into our store; Use 
technology (computer), cash 
register, telephone, and paper 
catalog system. Please apply 
within at: 1411 Hwy 99, Gridley, 
CA 95948. 1230

Miscellaneous
DID YOU KNOW Newspa-
per-generated content is so 
valuable it’s taken and repeat-
ed, condensed, broadcast, 
tweeted, discussed, posted, 
copied, edited, and emailed 
countless times throughout 
the day by others? Discover 
the Power of Newspaper Ad-
vertising. For a free brochure 
call 916-288-6011 or email ce-
celia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

The difference in winning 
and losing market share is 
how businesses use their 
advertising dollars. CNPA’s 
Advertising Services’ power 
to connect to nearly 13 million 
of the state’s readers who are 
an engaged audience, makes 
our services an indispensable 
marketing solution. For more 
info call Cecelia @ (916) 288-
6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

Real Estate
RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for 
business purpose Real Es-
tate loans. Credit unimport-
ant. V.I.P. Trust Deed Com-
pany www.viploan.com Call 
1-818-248-0000. Broker-prin-
cipal DRE 01041073. No  
consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

Rental

Schools/Training
COMPUTER & IT TRAINING 
PROGRAM! Train ONLINE 
to get the skills to become a 
Computer & Help Desk Pro-
fessional now! Grants and 
Scholarships available for 
certain programs for qualified 
applicants. Call CTI for details! 
1-877-806-0935 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET). Computer with inter-
net is required. (Cal-SCAN)

Wanted to Buy
TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD 
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gib-
son, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, 
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And 
Gibson Mandolins/Banjos. 
1-844-910-1960. (Cal-SCAN)

Wireless
Switch and save up to $250/
year on your talk, text and 
data. No contract and no hid-
den fees. Unlimited talk and 
text with flexible data plans. 
Premium nationwide cover-
age. 100% U.S. based cus-
tomer service. Limited time 
offer get $50 off on any new 
account. Use code GIFT50. 
For more information, call 
1-844-908-0605 (Cal-SCAN)

V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY
OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING
Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans

Real Estate License #01041073  
CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217

Private Party loans generally have  higher interest rates,  
points & fees than conventional discount loans

RETIRED COUPLE
Has $1Mil to lend on 

California Real Estate*

Cable/Satellite TV
DIRECTV for $79.99/mo for 12 
months with CHOICE Pack-
age. Watch your favorite live 
sports, news & entertainment 
anywhere. First 3 months of 
HBO Max, Cinemax, Show-
time, Starz and Epix included! 
DirecTV is #1 in Customer 
Satisfaction (JD Power & As-
soc.) Some restrictions apply. 
Call 1-888-641-5762. (Cal-SCAN)

Financial
Over $10K in Debt? Be debt 
free in 24 to 48 months. No 
upfront fees to enroll. A+ BBB 
rated. Call National Debt Re-
lief 1-888-231-4274.  (Cal-SCAN)

Classified  
Advertising

916 773-1111

We Can 
Do That!

Call to place your 
legal advertising 

916-773-1111

LEGALLEGAL ADS ADS  
FOR  FOR  

BUTTE BUTTE 
COUNTY?COUNTY?  

VISIT: mpg8.com for back issues of the Gridley Herald

Autos Wanted
DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS.
Fast Free Pickup – Running 
or Not - 24 Hour Response 
- Maximum Tax Donation – 
Help Find Missing Kids! Call 
1-888-491-1453. (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR OR 
TRUCK TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 Day Va-
cation, Tax Deductible, Free 
Towing, All Paperwork Taken 
Care Of. CALL 1-844-491-
2884  (Cal-SCAN)
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TRACTOR SERVICETRACTOR SERVICE
• Mowing • Rototilling 

• Discing • Scraper/Loader

(916) 991-8431
Call

Saturday Appointments Available
6716 RIO LINDA BLVD., SUITE B, RIO LINDA6716 RIO LINDA BLVD., SUITE B, RIO LINDA

Rio Linda Eye CareRio Linda Eye Care
Laser Surgery • Eye Glasses • Contact Lenses

• Eyewear for Computer Users 

Dr. William FleischmannDr. William Fleischmann
((916916)) 991-8444 991-8444

CALL A PRO BUSINESS DIRECTORY

AA--11  AAFFFFOORRDDAABBLLEE  RROOOOFFIINNGG
SSEERRVVIICCEESS,,  IINNCC

• New Roofs • Certifications • Roof Repairs  
• Dry Rot Repairs • Roof Inspections • Gutters

John Fleenor, Contractor  
1741 L Street, Rio Linda, CA 95673

Cell: (916) 206-1613
Contractor Lic. #1064966

GREENWAY TREE SERVICEGREENWAY TREE SERVICE
Specializing in Expert Tree Pruning, 

Tree Removal & Stump Grinding

(916) 224-9750

Free Estimates
Competative Prices

Licensed and Insured

(916) 796-1005

Marty Moen
Fencing and DecksFencing and Decks

Free Estimates Free Estimates 
• Ornamental Iron 

• Wood • Chain Link

Fencing and Decks

License # 852410

Helping People and the Community
with the Alcohol and Drug Problem!

Over 20 Years in Business!

Sober Living - 916.961.2691

MORE TIME ON YOUR BUSINESSMORE TIME ON YOUR BUSINESS
...and less time 

managing 
payroll

916-760-7227
www.pinnacleh ro.com

FREE PAYROLL PROCESSING FOR ONE MONTH IF YOU CALL NOW!

NOTARY * PRINTING * SHREDDING

HOME SERVICES
DRIVEWAYS
PATIOS
SIDING
ROOF
AUTO SERVICES
CAR WASH
CARPET
SEATS
WAX
UV PROTECTANT

Pressure Washing Services
License Number SPB12021-00112

Robert Beard
916-825-0999
DUDEPRESSURE@GMAIL.COM
DUDEPRESSURE.SIMDIF.COM

LENIE’S PICTURES
ALLENE &  FRANK SALERNO

SPORTS PHOTOGRAPHY & GRAPHIC ART
WEBSITE : LEN IESP ICTURES.SMUGMUG.COM

LENIESP ICTURES
LENIE ’S  P ICTURES

Follow Us for Local News Follow Us for Local News 
and So Much Moreand So Much More
Facebook: @MPG8dotcom
Twitter:  @MPG8dotcom

Messenger Publishing Group

Sell Your Stuff !
Reach 1000’s of 

Readers Every Week!

916-773-1111

Classifi ed 
Advertising

We Can Do That!
916-773-1111Call to place your 

legal advertising 

All Legal Ads Published by Messenger Publishing

Call to place your 
legal advertising legal advertising 

LEGAL ADS FOR SACRAMENTO COUNTY?LEGAL ADS FOR SACRAMENTO COUNTY?

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD • WORLD CUISINE
CLUES

ACROSS
1. *Like popular Pad
5. Limit
8. Boozehound
11. Bring home the bacon
12. *Combine cuisines
13. Door holder
15. Between ports
16. *America’s favorite 
cookie, according to some
17. Driver’s 180
18. *Like poke bowl
20. Magician, in the olden 
days
21. Type of wrench
22. Campaigner, for short
23. Traditional sock pattern
26. *Southeast Asian spiky 
fruit, pl.
30. ____-di-dah
31. Unequivocally detestable
34. Same as ayah
35. “That is,” Latin
37. Urge Spot to attack
38. Chilled (2 words)
39. Observation point’s 
attraction
40. *Soft and soft type of tofu
42. Ship pronoun
43. Thrusts out or causes to 
protrude
45. One way to steal gas
47. Without professional 
help, acr.
48. Energy to motion 
converter
50. H.S. math class
52. *Wasabi is popular in this 
cuisine
55. *Type of soda bread
56. g in 10 g
57. Francis Coppola’s middle 
name
59. End of tunnel
60. Casanova, e.g.
61. In the thick of
62. Saturn’s wife
63. Human limb
64. *Russian borscht 
vegetable

DOWN
1. *Brew from China, originally
2. *American ____ browns
3. Acreage
4. Sort of (3 words)
5. Marie or Pierre, physicists
6. Southeast Asia org.
7. Lowly laborer
8. Like a bug in a rug
9. Princess Fiona, by night
10. Square root of 100
12. Thwarted
13. SNL’s forté
14. *Nationality that gave us gelato
19. Administer
22. Wound fluid
23. Not dead
24. Radices, sing.
25. *Clarified butter of Indian 
origin, pl.
26. *Peking fowl
27. Mennonite’s cousin
28. Jack Black’s Libre
29. Martin of “Apocalypse Now”
32. Terrorist org.
33. Fat of olives
36. *Like certain meatballs
38. Tear-jerker
40. Hog heaven
41. Posthumous type of tax
44. Like 90 degree angle
46. Reassembled dwelling

48. Feudal dwelling
49. Poppy tears
50. Acid “journey”
51. Semis
52. France/Switzerland border 
mountain range
53. Not all
54. Canal in a song
55. U.N. workers’ grp.
58. Banned insecticide, acr.
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS  
NAME STATEMENTS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2022-0001037
The following person(s) are 
doing business as: TJR 
CONSTRUCTION, 155 District 
Center Drive, Oroville, CA 95966
Tanner Jae Rash, 155 District 
Center Drive, Oroville, CA 95966
Date Filed in Butte County: 
October 24, 2022. The 
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the above 
business name on: N/A
This Business is conducted by: 
Individual. NOTICE: This ficti-
tious name statement expires 
five years from the date it was 
filed in the office of the County 
Clerk. A new fictitious business 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a ficti-
tious business name in violation 
of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law 
(see Section 14400, ET SEQ., 
Business and Professions Code.
Publish: Dec 9, 16, 23 & 30, 2022
TJR 12-30-22

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2022-0001106
The following person(s) are do-
ing business as: RUSSELL’S 
PARTY RENTALS, 613 Biggs 
East Hwy, Biggs, CA 95917
Shayla Renee Maxey, 613 Biggs 
East Hwy, Biggs, CA 95917
Date Filed in Butte County: 
November 22, 2022. The 
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the above 
business name on: N/A
This Business is conducted by: 
Individual. NOTICE: This ficti-
tious name statement expires 
five years from the date it was 
filed in the office of the County 
Clerk. A new fictitious business 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a ficti-
tious business name in violation 
of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law 
(see Section 14400, ET SEQ., 
Business and Professions Code.
Publish: Dec 9, 16, 23 & 30, 2022
RUSSELL 12-30-22

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2022-0001122
The following person(s) are do-
ing business as: RANCHO LA 
VICTORIA, 397 Larkin Road, 
Gridley, CA 95948
Jose A. Salcedo, 397 Larkin 
Road, Gridley, CA 95948
Date Filed in Butte County: 
December 2, 2022. The 
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the above 
business name on: N/A
This Business is conducted by: 
Individual. NOTICE: This ficti-
tious name statement expires 
five years from the date it was 
filed in the office of the County 
Clerk. A new fictitious business 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a ficti-
tious business name in violation 
of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law 
(see Section 14400, ET SEQ., 
Business and Professions Code.
Publish: Dec 16, 23 & 30, 2022; Jan 6, 
2023
RANCHO 1-6-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2022-0001123
The following person(s) are 
doing business as: RIDGE 
TAX PREPARATION 
BOOKKEPPING SERVICES, 
6161 Clark Road, #3, Paradise, 
CA 95969
Christine Potthast and 
Christopher Potthast, 14796 
Nimshew Road, Magalia, CA 
95954
Date Filed in Butte County: 
December 2, 2022. The 
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the above 
business name on: N/A
This Business is conducted by: 
A Married Couple. NOTICE: This 
fictitious name statement expires 
five years from the date it was 
filed in the office of the County 
Clerk. A new fictitious business 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a ficti-
tious business name in violation 
of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law 
(see Section 14400, ET SEQ., 
Business and Professions Code.
Publish: Dec 16, 23 & 30, 2022; Jan 6, 
2023
RIDGE 1-6-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2022-0001125
The following person(s) are do-
ing business as: SNOW MAN 
RAMEN, 951 Nord Avenue, #2 & 
#3, Chico, CA 95926

Shuk Ching Lo, 1001 W. 
Sacramento Avenue, Apt. 18, 
Chico, CA 95926
Date Filed in Butte County: 
December 5, 2022. The 
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the above 
business name on: N/A
This Business is conducted by: 
Individual. NOTICE: This ficti-
tious name statement expires 
five years from the date it was 
filed in the office of the County 
Clerk. A new fictitious business 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a ficti-
tious business name in violation 
of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law 
(see Section 14400, ET SEQ., 
Business and Professions Code.
Publish: Dec 23, 30, 2022; Jan 6 & 13, 
2023
SNOW 1-13-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2022-0001170
The following person(s) are 
doing business as: AMAIN 
DISTRIBUTING; AMAIN 
HOBBIES; BIKE NASHBAR; 
DAN’S COMP; DAN’S 
COMPETITION; NASHBAR; 
PERFORMANCE BICYCLE; 
PERFORMANCE BIKE; RAPID 
WAREHOUSING; RC PLANET, 
424 Otterson Drive, Chico, CA 
95928
Amain.com, Inc., 424 Otterson 
Drive, Chico, CA 95928
Date Filed in Butte County: 
December 15, 2022. The 
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the above 
business name on: N/A
This Business is conducted by: 
Corporation. NOTICE: This fic-
titious name statement expires 
five years from the date it was 
filed in the office of the County 
Clerk. A new fictitious business 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a ficti-
tious business name in violation 
of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law 
(see Section 14400, ET SEQ., 
Business and Professions Code.
Publish: Dec 23, 30, 2022; Jan 6 & 13, 
2023
AMAIN 1-13-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2022-0001107
The following person(s) 
are doing business as: 
LAKEFRONT-LAKEVISTA 
ROAD MAINTENANCE 
ASSOCIATION, 6800 Lakefront 
Drive, Magalia, CA 95954
Nancy Barnes, 6711 Lakefront 
Drive, Magalia, CA 95954; 
Stephanie Gregorio, 6800 
Lakefront Drive, Magalia, CA 
95954; Michael Gunther, 6691 
Lakefront Drive, Magalia, CA 
95954; David Thompson, 5270 
Harrison Road, Paradise, CA 
95969
Date Filed in Butte County: 
November 23, 2022. The 
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the above 
business name on: N/A
This Business is conducted by: 
Unincorporated Association. 
NOTICE: This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the County Clerk. A new fictitious 
business statement must be filed 
before that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself au-
thorize the use in this state of a 
fictitious business name in viola-
tion of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law 
(see Section 14400, ET SEQ., 
Business and Professions Code.
Publish: Dec 23, 30, 2022; Jan 6 & 13, 
2023
LAKEFRONT 1-13-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2022-0001137
The following person(s) are do-
ing business as: RAPTOR FIRE 
CONTROL, 3000 Oro Garden 
Ranch Road, Oroville, CA 95966
Ryan Kirkpatrick, 3000 Oro 
Garden Ranch Road, Oroville, 
CA 95966
Date Filed in Butte County: 
December 7, 2022. The 
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the above 
business name on: N/A
This Business is conducted by: 
Individual. NOTICE: This ficti-
tious name statement expires 
five years from the date it was 
filed in the office of the County 
Clerk. A new fictitious business 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a ficti-
tious business name in violation 
of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law 
(see Section 14400, ET SEQ., 
Business and Professions Code.
Publish: Dec 30, 2022; Jan 6, 13 & 20, 
2023
RAPTOR 1-20-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2022-0001120
The following person(s) are do-
ing business as: RAFTER J L, 
39 Truxton Court, Honcut, CA 
95901
Lesa Marie Stief and Joshua 
James Wagner, 39 Truxton 
Court, Marysville, CA 95901
Date Filed in Butte County: 
December 1, 2022. The 
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the above 
business name on: N/A
This Business is conducted by: 
General Partnership. NOTICE: 
This fictitious name statement 
expires five years from the date 
it was filed in the office of the 
County Clerk. A new fictitious 
business statement must be filed 
before that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself au-
thorize the use in this state of a 
fictitious business name in viola-
tion of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law 
(see Section 14400, ET SEQ., 
Business and Professions Code.
Publish: Dec 30, 2022; Jan 6, 13 & 20, 
2023
RAFTER 1-20-23

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS  
NAME – STATEMENT OF 

ABANDONMENT

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT 

FILE NO. 2022-0000508
The following person(s) has 
(have) abandoned the use 
of the fictitious business 
name(s): CLIPPER MILLS MINI 
STORAGE, 11852 Laporte 
Road, Clipper Mills, CA 95930
Ralph V Whiteley Family Trust, 
22 Fiedler Lane, Clipper Mills, 
CA 95930
Date Filed in Butte County: 
November 28, 2022. Original fil-
ing date: May 17, 2022. Business 
conducted by: Trust. 
Publish: Dec 9, 16, 23 & 30, 2022
CLIPPER 12-30-22

SUMMONS

SUMMONS CROSS-COMPLAINT 
(CITACION JUDICIAL-
CONTRADEMANDA) 

CASE NUMBER: 34-2021-00313216
 NOTICE TO CROSS-
DEFENDANT (Aviso Al Contra-
Demandado): Daniel Lopez 
Leon, Ellis Kathy Rodriquez, 
Jesus Sandoval Hernandez, 
Jesus Cervantes, and ROES 1 
through 10, inclusive
 YOU ARE BEING SUED BY 
CROSS-COMPLAINTANT 
(Lo Esta Demandando el 
Contrademandante): Granite 
Construction Company, Inc.
 You have 30 CALENDAR 
DAYS after this summons and 
legal papers are served on you 
to file a written response at this 
court and have a copy served on 
the plaintiff. A letter or phone call 
will not protect you. Your written 
response must be in proper legal 
form if you want the court to hear 
your case. There may be a court 
form that you can use for your re-
sponse. You can find these court 
forms and more information at 
the California Courts Online Self-
Help Center (www.courtinfo.
ca.gov/selfhelp), your county law 
library, or the courthouse nearest 
you. If you cannot pay the filing 
fee, ask the court clerk for a fee 
waiver form. If you do not file 
your response on time, you may 
lose the case by default, and 
your wages, money, and prop-
erty may be taken without further 
warning from the court.
 There are other legal require-
ments. You may want to call an 
attorney right away. If you do not 
know an attorney, you may want 
to call an attorney referral ser-
vice. If you cannot afford an attor-
ney, you may be eligible for free 
legal services from a nonprofit 
legal services program. You can 
locate these nonprofit groups 
at the California Legal Services 
Web site (www.lawhelpcalifornia.
org), the California Courts Online 
Self-Help Center (www.courtinfo.
ca.gov/selfhelp), or by contacting 
your local court or county bar as-
sociation. NOTE: The court has 
a statutory lien for waived fees 
and costs on any settlement or 
arbitration award of $10,000 or 
more in a civil case. The court’s 
lien must be paid before the court 
will dismiss the case. AVISO! Lo 
han demandado. Si no responde 
dentro de 30 dias, la corte puede 
decidir en su contra sin escuchar 
su version. Lea la informacion a 
continuacion.
 Tiene 30 DIAS DE 
CALENDARIO despues de que 
le entreguen esta citacion y pa-
peles legales para presentar una 
respuesta por escrito en esta 
corte y hacer que se entregue 
una copia al demandante. Una 
carta o una llamada telefonica 
no lo protegen. Su respuesta por 
escrito tiene que estar en forma-
to legal correcto si desea que 

procesen su caso en la corte. Es 
posible que haya un formulario 
que usted pueda usar para su re-
spuesta. Puede encontrar estos 
formularios de la corte y mas in-
formacion en el Centro de Ayuda 
de las Cortes de California (www.
sucorte.ca.gov) en la biblioteca 
de leyes de su condado o en la 
corte que le quede mas cerca. Si 
no puede pagar la cuota de pre-
sentacion, pida al secretario de 
la corte que le de un formulario 
de exencion de pago de cuotas. 
Si no presenta su respuesta a 
tiempo, puede perder el caso 
por incumplimiento y la corte le 
podra quitar su sueldo, dinero y 
bienes sin mas advertencia.
 Hay otros requisitos legales. 
Es recomendable que llame a 
un abogado inmediatamente. Si 
no conoce a un abogado, puede 
llamar a un servicio de remision 
a abogados. Si no puede pagar 
a un abogado, es posible que 
cumpla con los requisitos para 
obtener servicios legales gra-
tuitos de un programa de ser-
vicios legales sin fines de lucro. 
Puede encontrar estos grupos 
sin fines de lucro en el sitio web 
de California Legal Services 
(www.lawhelpcalifornia.org), en 
el Centro de Ayuda de las Cortes 
de California (www.sucorte.
ca.gov), o poniéndose en con-
tacto con la corte o el colegio de 
abogados locales. AVISO: Por 
ley, la corte tiene derecho a rec-
lamar las cuotas y los costos ex-
entos por imponer un gravamen 
sobre cualquier recuperacion de 
$10,000 o mas de valor recibida 
mediante un acuerdo o una con-
cesion de arbitraje en un caso de 
derecho civil. Tiene que pagar el 
gravamen de la corte antes de 
que la corte pueda desechar el 
caso.
 The name and address of the 
court is: (El nombre y direccion 
de la corte es): Sacramento 
County Superior Court, 720 
Ninth Street, Sacramento, CA 
95814
 The name, address and tele-
phone number of cross-com-
paintant’s attorney, or 
cross-compaintant without an 
attorney is: (El nombre, la direc-
cion y el numero de telefono del 
abogado del contrademandan-
te, o del contrademandante que 
no tiene abogado, es): Ross E. 
Lampe, SBN: 172336; Muro & 
Lampe, Inc., 75 Iron Point Circle, 
Suite 155, Folsom, CA 95630; 
phone: 916/817-6300, fax 
916/817-6355.
Date: (Fecha) March 7, 2022
Clerk (Secretario) C. Leurgans, 
Deputy (Adjunto) 
Dec 16, 23 & 30, 2022
GRANITE 12-30-22

TRUSTEE SALE

T.S. No.: 2022-00565-CA 
A.P.N.:129-053-020
Property Address: 312 Lundy 
Lane, Blairsden, CA 96103

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S 
SALE

PURSUANT TO CIVIL 
CODE § 2923.3(a) and 
(d), THE SUMMARY OF 
INFORMATION REFERRED 
TO BELOW IS NOT 
ATTACHED TO THE 
RECORDED COPY OF THIS 
DOCUMENT BUT ONLY TO 
THE COPIES PROVIDED TO 
THE TRUSTOR. 
NOTE: THERE IS A 
SUMMARY OF THE 
INFORMATION IN THIS 
DOCUMENT ATTACHED
注：本文件包含一个信息摘要
참고사항: 본 첨부 문서에 정보 
요약서가 있습니다
NOTA: SE ADJUNTA 
UN RESUMEN DE LA 
INFORMACIÓN DE ESTE 
DOCUMENTO
TALA: MAYROONG BUOD 
NG IMPORMASYON SA 
DOKUMENTONG ITO NA 
NAKALAKIP
LƯU Ý: KÈM THEO ĐÂY LÀ BẢN 
TRÌNH BÀY TÓM LƯỢC VỀ 
THÔNG TIN TRONG TÀI LIỆU 
NÀY
IMPORTANT NOTICE TO 
PROPERTY OWNER: 
YOU ARE IN DEFAULT 
UNDER A DEED OF 
TRUST DATED 11/21/2005. 
UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION 
TO PROTECT YOUR 
PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD 
AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU 
NEED AN EXPLANATION 
OF THE NATURE OF THE 
PROCEEDING AGAINST 
YOU, YOU SHOULD 
CONTACT A LAWYER.
Trustor: JAMES W ROSS, A 
MARRIED MAN AS HIS SOLE 

AND SEPARATE PROPERTY
Duly Appointed Trustee: 
Western Progressive, LLC
Deed of Trust Recorded 
12/02/2005 as Instrument No. 
2005-0013037 in book ---, 
page--- and of Official Records 
in the office of the Recorder of 
Plumas County, California, 
Date of Sale: 01/25/2023 at 
11:00 AM
Place of Sale: AT THE 
MAIN ENTRANCE TO THE 
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 
520 MAIN ST, QUINCY, CA 
95971
Estimated amount of unpaid 
balance, reasonably estimated 
costs and other charges: $ 
402,046.90
THE TRUSTEE WILL SELL 
AT PUBLIC AUCTION TO 
HIGHEST BIDDER FOR 
CASH, CASHIER’S CHECK 
DRAWN ON A STATE OR 
NATIONAL BANK, A CHECK 
DRAWN BY A STATE 
OR FEDERAL CREDIT 
UNION, OR A CHECK 
DRAWN BY A STATE OR 
FEDERAL SAVINGS AND 
LOAN ASSOCIATION, A 
SAVINGS ASSOCIATION OR 
SAVINGS BANK SPECIFIED 
IN SECTION 5102 OF THE 
FINANCIAL CODE AND 
AUTHORIZED TO DO 
BUSINESS IN THIS STATE:
All right, title, and interest 
conveyed to and now held by 
the trustee in the hereinafter 
described property under and 
pursuant to a Deed of Trust 
described as:
More fully described in said 
Deed of Trust.
Street Address or other 
common designation of real 
property: 312 Lundy Lane, 
Blairsden, CA 96103 
A.P.N.: 129-053-020
The undersigned Trustee 
disclaims any liability for any 
incorrectness of the street 
address or other common 
designation, if any, shown 
above.
The sale will be made, but 
without covenant or warranty, 
expressed or implied, 
regarding title, possession, 
or encumbrances, to pay the 
remaining principal sum of 
the note(s) secured by the 
Deed of Trust with interest 
thereon, as provided in said 
note(s), advances, under the 
terms of said Deed of Trust, 
fees, charges and expenses 
of the Trustee and of the trusts 
created by said Deed of Trust. 
The total amount of the unpaid 
balance of the obligation 
secured by the property to be 
sold and reasonable estimated 
costs, expenses and advances 
at the time of the initial 
publication of the Notice of 
Sale is: $ 402,046.90.
Note: Because the Beneficiary 
reserves the right to bid less 
than the total debt owed, it is 
possible that at the time of the 
sale the opening bid may be 
less than the total debt.
If the Trustee is unable to 
convey title for any reason, the 
successful bidder’s sole and 
exclusive remedy shall be the 
return of monies paid to the 
Trustee, and the successful 
bidder shall have no further 
recourse.
The beneficiary of the Deed 
of Trust has executed and 
delivered to the undersigned a 
written request to commence 
foreclosure, and the 
undersigned caused a Notice 
of Default and Election to Sell 
to be recorded in the county 
where the real property is 
located. 
NOTICE TO POTENTIAL 
BIDDERS:  If you are 
considering bidding on this 
property lien, you should 
understand that there are risks 
involved in bidding at a trustee 
auction. You will be bidding 
on a lien, not on the property 
itself.  Placing the highest bid 
at a trustee auction does not 
automatically entitle you to 
free and clear ownership of 
the property. You should also 
be aware that the lien being 
auctioned off may be a junior 

lien. If you are the highest 
bidder at the auction, you are 
or may be responsible for 
paying off all liens senior to 
the lien being auctioned off, 
before you can receive clear 
title to the property. You are 
encouraged to investigate 
the existence, priority, and 
size of outstanding liens that 
may exist on this property 
by contacting the county 
recorder’s office or a title 
insurance company, either of 
which may charge you a fee for 
this information. If you consult 
either of these resources, you 
should be aware that the same 
lender may hold more than one 
mortgage or deed of trust on 
this property.
NOTICE TO PROPERTY 
OWNER:  The sale date shown 
on this notice of sale may be 
postponed one or more times 
by the mortgagee, beneficiary, 
trustee, or a court, pursuant to 
Section 2924g of the California 
Civil Code. The law requires 
that information about trustee 
sale postponements be made 
available to you and to the 
public, as a courtesy to those 
not present at the sale. If you 
wish to learn whether your sale 
date has been postponed, and, 
if applicable, the rescheduled 
time and date for the sale of 
this property, you may call 
(866)-960-8299 or visit this 
Internet Web site https://www.
altisource.com/loginpage.
aspx using the file number 
assigned to this case 2022-
00565-CA. Information about 
postponements that are very 
short in duration or that occur 
close in time to the scheduled 
sale may not immediately 
be reflected in the telephone 
information or on the Internet 
Web site.  The best way 
to verify postponement 
information is to attend the 
scheduled sale.
NOTICE TO TENANT: You 
may have a right to purchase 
this property after the trustee 
auction, if conducted after 
January 1, 2021, pursuant 
to Section 2924m of the 
California Civil Code. If you are 
an “eligible tenant buyer,” you 
can purchase the property if 
you match the last and highest 
bid placed at the trustee 
auction. If you are an “eligible 
bidder,” you may be able to 
purchase the property if you 
exceed the last and highest 
bid placed at the trustee 
auction. There are three steps 
to exercising this right of 
purchase. First, 48 hours after 
the date of the trustee sale, 
you can call (866)-960-8299, 
or visit this internet website 
https://www.altisource.com/
loginpage.aspx, using the file 
number assigned to this case 
2022-00565-CA  to find the 
date on which the trustee’s 
sale was held, the amount of 
the last and highest bid, and 
the address of the trustee. 
Second, you must send a 
written notice of intent to 
place a bid so that the trustee 
receives it no more than 15 
days after the trustee’s sale. 
Third, you must submit a bid, 
by remitting the funds and 
affidavit described in Section 
2924m(c) of the Civil Code, 
so that the trustee receives 
it no more than 45 days after 
the trustee’s sale. If you think 
you may qualify as an “eligible 
tenant buyer” or “eligible 
bidder,” you should consider 
contacting an attorney or 
appropriate real estate 
professional immediately for 
advice regarding this potential 
right to purchase.
Date: December 13, 2022 
Western Progressive, LLC, as Trustee 
for beneficiary
c/o 1500 Palma Drive, Suite 238, 
Ventura, CA 93003
Sale Information Line: (866) 960-8299 
https://www.altisource.com/loginpage.
aspx
Publish: Dec 23, 30, 2022; Jan 6, 2023
Altisource 1-6-23
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Congressmen’s Statement on Exclusion of H.R. 7305
From the Office of Mike Thompson

WASHINGTON, D.C. (MPG) - On Monday, 
December 19, Reps. Mike Thompson 
(CA-05), Jared Huffman (CA-02), and 
Doug LaMalfa (CA-01) released the 
following statements expressing disap-
pointment after help for fire survivors was 
left out of the government funding bill.

“It is a sad day when a bipartisan bill 
that helps people and has broad sup-
port in both chambers of Congress can’t 
get through the Senate,” said Thompson. 
“This is terrible for fire survivors through-
out California. There are several tax bills 
that must be considered next year, and I 
will continue to push that relief for fire 

survivors be included.”
“Along with several California col-

leagues, I worked hard to pass this 
legislation, but nobody worked harder 
than Mike Thompson. I commend Rep. 
Thompson for the passion and dedication 
he brought to this effort, and I share his 
disappointment that Northern California 
fire disaster victims will not get federal tax 
relief in this year’s government funding 
bill,” said Huffman. “I will keep working 
in every way I can to support Californians 
who lost property, homes, and even loved 
ones in the terrible wildfires that ravaged 
our region.”

“It’s appalling that after all this time 
an agreement could not be made between 

the House and Senate to deliver wildfire 
survivors financial relief from abusive 
taxes. Congressman Thompson and I 
have led a bipartisan delegation, includ-
ing our Senators, to fight for Fire Victim 
Trust beneficiaries’ tax-exempt sta-
tus. The removal of the tax package as 
a whole was a significant setback by the 
Senate. I will continue to fight for this bill 
and we will reintroduce it quickly in the 
new Congress. I expect there will be a 
new effort on disaster relief and other tax 
provisions that were not included.” said 
LaMalfa. “Fire victims need this tax relief 
to help in rebuilding their lives.”

The PG&E Fire Victim Trust was estab-
lished following California wildfires in 

2015, 2017, and 2018. H.R. 7305 was 
introduced by Thompson, Huffman, and 
LaMalfa on March 30, 2022.

Congressman Mike Thompson is proud 
to represent California’s 5th Congressional 
District, which includes all or part of 
Contra Costa, Lake, Napa, Solano and 
Sonoma Counties. He is a senior mem-
ber of the House Committee on Ways and 
Means where he chairs the Subcommittee 
on Select Revenue Measures. Rep. 
Thompson is Chairman of the House Gun 
Violence Prevention Task Force. He is 
also Co-Chair of the bipartisan, bicam-
eral Congressional Wine Caucus and 
a member of the fiscally conservative  
Blue Dog Coalition.  H

www.GridleyHerald.com
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Story and photos 
by Steven Bryla

GRIDLEY, CA (MPG) - The 
Marysville Indians girls’ 
basketball team controlled 
the tone throughout the 
battle against the Gridley 
Bulldogs in a 55-28 victory 
on Wednesday, December 
21. 

Like Marysville attempts 
every game, they pressured 
Gridley defensively with 
the full-court press and it 
served dividends as they got 
early stops to start their fast-
break attack.

Lady Indians head coach 
Ike Prince mentioned to 
Messenger Publishing Group 
(MPG) that the defensive 
pressure allowed his team to 
set the tone.

Marysville (10-2) took 
a 12-7 lead at the end of 
the first.

The Lady Indians were 
able to speed up the game on 
the offensive end and were 
led by sophomore guard 
Demi Boykin, who played in 
her first game of the season 
against the Lady Bulldogs.

Prince exclaimed to MPG 
she still needs to find her 
rhythm. 

“She is just getting into 
the flow of game reps and 
nothing can be better than 
game reps,” Prince told 
MPG. 

Boykin said that she felt 
great to get out on the floor 
and get into the flow.

She added that they were 
able to space the floor effec-
tively as it led to a great 
game to where their passing 
was efficient to one another.

Marysville had a 30-15 
lead at the half and Boykin 
had a game-high 18 points 
on the night.

Gridley (9-5) was able 
to get decent shots on the 
floor throughout the game, 
they just didn’t fall through 
the basket.

One of the Lady Bulldogs 
leaders is  senior for-
ward Ella Sannar, who is a 
dynamic player that can post 

up at any point in the paint 
or run the offense from the 
top of the key.

Sannar was able to get in 
her groove in the third quar-
ter where she was able to get 
five of Gridley’s 10 points in 
the quarter.

Lady Bulldogs head coach 
Becca McCray expressed to 
MPG that Sannar is a great 
captain to have due to her 
being able to do a lot on 
the floor.

Gridley has a break in 
their schedule until they 
compete in the Las Plumas 
Tournament from January 
5-7 to conclude in their pre-
season, and it gives the Lady 
Bulldogs time to rest and 
work on things before their 
first Butte View League 
game at Las Plumas on 
January 10.

“We’re gonna get a lot 
more conditioning and work 
on our offense through-
out the break,” McCray 
told MPG.

McCray added the Lady 
Bulldogs defensively did 
a great job overall and the 
Lady Indians were big-
ger but Gridley had some 
great moments throughout 
the night.

Gridley junior guard 
A n a G l o r i a  L u e v a n o 
expressed some of the good 
moments that came from 
throughout the night when 
they made changes to their 
offense and looked inside 
more to the paint. 

“We started to click 
more and see the wide-
open passes in the key 
when defenders were on 
the outside,” Luevano said 
to MPG.

Marysville junior for-
ward Krystal Briggs had 14 
points and a game-high 11 
rebounds on the night. She 
currently leads the team in 
field goal percentage with 
43% and rebounding with a 
10.2 average.

The Lady Indians played 
the following night at 
the Golden 1 Center in 
Sacramento, where they 
won a nail biter 40-36 over 
Lathrop H

Judical Watch Files Appeal Challenging 
FBI’s Withholding of Communications

Judicial Watch News Release

WASHINGTON, D.C. (MPG) - Judicial Watch 
announced today it has filed an appeal 
challenging a U.S. District Court for the 
District of Columbia decision allowing 
the FBI to withhold records of commu-
nication between the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) and several financial 
institutions about the reported transfer of 
financial transaction records of people in 
DC, Maryland and Virginia on January 
5 and January 6, 2021 (Judicial Watch, 
Inc. v. U.S. Department of Justice (No. 
22-5209).

The appeal, filed in the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the District of Columbia, 
comes in the Freedom of Information 
Act (FOIA) lawsuit filed by Judicial 
Watch after the FBI failed to respond 
to a February 10, 2021, FOIA request 
(Judicial Watch v. U.S. Department of 
Justice (No. 1:21-cv-01216)). Judicial 
Watch is asking for:

All records of communication between 
the FBI and any financial institution, 
including but not limited to Bank of 
America, Citibank, Chase Manhattan 
Bank, Discover, and/or American 
Express, in which the FBI sought transac-
tion data for those financial institutions’ 
debit and credit card account holders 
who made purchases in Washington, DC, 
Maryland and/or Virginia on January 5, 
2021, and/or January 6, 2021.

In its appellate brief, Judicial Watch 
argues: This appeal arises from what 
appears to be an unprecedented abuse 
of the financial privacy of thousands 
of Americans. Substantial and compel-
ling evidence demonstrates that the FBI 
sought and received records from finan-
cial institutions of anyone who used a 
credit card or engaged in other transac-
tions in the Washington, D.C. area on 
January 5 or 6, 2021. This would include 
many thousands of persons living in the 
Washington, DC area, including possibly 
members of this Court.

In its appeal Judicial Watch points out 

that the lower court was mistaken when it 
upheld the FBI’s Glomar response (nei-
ther confirming nor denying the existence 
of records) because the FBI previously 
acknowledged the existence of the 
records in multiple ways. For instance, 
court records filed in support of a crim-
inal case include the FBI’s statement 
of facts that provides the defendant’s 
address, which was obtained through 
“his Bank of America account and recent 
Expedia transactions.”

In another case, the FBI “confirmed 
that it obtained records from PNC Bank 
and discusses in detail the multiple ways 
that it used the financial data.”

Judicial Watch cites two additional 
cases where the FBI describes in publicly 
available court records its use of financial 
records in the January 6 investigation.

Judicial Watch concludes: [Judicial 
Watch] more than adequately demon-
strated that the FBI may have sought and 
received records from financial institu-
tions of anyone who used a credit card 
or engaged in other transactions in the 
Washington, DC area on January 5 or 
6. If so, this would be an unprecedented 
abuse of the financial privacy of thou-
sands of Americans. [Judicial Watch’s] 
FOIA request to investigate this should 
not be blocked by a meritless Glomar 
response.

“We want the details on what looks 
to be an unprecedented abuse of the 
financial privacy of countless innocent 
Americans by big banks and the FBI,” 
stated Judicial Watch President Tom 
Fitton. “The FBI’s cover-up should be 
rejected, and the records made public.”

In February 2022, Judicial Watch filed 
an opposition to the U.S. Capitol Police’s 
(USCP) effort to shut down Judicial 
Watch’s federal lawsuit for January 6 
videos and emails. Through its police 
department, Congress argues that the vid-
eos and emails are not public records, 
there is no public interest in their release, 
and that “sovereign immunity” prevents 
citizens from suing for their release.  H

Feather River Fish Hatchery to Increase 
Production of Fall-Run Chinook Salmon

CDFW News Release

S A C R A M E N T O ,  C A 
(MPG) - The California 
Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (CDFW) and the 
California Department of 
Water Resources (DWR) 
have announced that 
the Feather River Fish 
Hatchery in Oroville will 
increase its production of 
fall-run Chinook salmon 
in 2023 to approximately 
9.5 million fish to com-
bat the impacts of drought 
and a thiamine deficiency 
affecting natural spawning 
and in-river production.

It is the second con-
secutive year the Feather 
River Fish Hatchery will 
exceed its typical produc-
tion quota of 6 million 
fall-run Chinook salmon 
to help sustain California’s 
commercial and recre-
ational salmon fisheries. 
The hatchery raised and 
released 8 million fall-run 
Chinook salmon smolts 
in 2022.

The hatchery, which is 
owned by DWR and oper-
ated by CDFW, is seeking 
to produce approximately 
8 million fall-run Chinook 
salmon smolts and 1.5 
million fall-run Chinook 
salmon fingerlings in 2023 
– a 3.5 million increase 
over typical production 
goals.

“With the combination 
of prolonged drought, low 
adult returns, and a thia-
mine deficiency impacting 
in-river production, we 
feel it’s extremely import-
ant to maximize the 
actions we have available 

to us in the hatcheries to 
help sustain this extremely 
important population of 
salmon,” said CDFW 
Fisheries Branch Chief Jay 
Rowan.

The Feather River Fish 
Hatchery has collected 17 
million fall-run Chinook 
salmon eggs to help meet 
these elevated production 
goals – 2 million more 
eggs that the hatchery’s 
typical egg collection tar-
get. Approximately 11,000 
adult, fall-run Chinook 
salmon returned to the 
hatchery in 2022, a sig-
nificant, below-average 
return.

Two million of the 
additional salmon smolts 
produced will be trucked 
to release sites in the San 
Pablo and San Francisco 
bays to maximize sur-
vival. Another 1.5 million 
of these additional fish 
will be released into 
the Feather River ear-
lier in the season and at a 
smaller size than typical 
river releases. This is an 
experimental effort to take 
advantage of more favor-
able weather and river 
conditions in early spring. 
Twenty-five percent of the 
fall-run Chinook salmon 
produced by the Feather 
River Fish Hatchery in 
2023 will be marked and 
tagged so that scientists 
can monitor the success of 
the releases.

“ R e l e a s i n g  a d d i -
tional fall-run in both the 
Feather River and near 
San Francisco Bay will 
provide more salmon 
for harvest opportunities 

and for research,” said 
DWR State Water Project 
Assistant Deputy Director 
John Yarbrough. “It’s crit-
ical that when we change 
strategies, even during 
drought, we have the tools 
in place to understand 
both the impacts and the 
benefits of these actions. 
Continuing to mark these 
fall-run and follow them 
throughout their lifecycle 
will give us the informa-
tion necessary to inform 
future actions.”

In the past few years, 
California’s Chinook 
salmon populations have 
suffered from a thiamine 
deficiency, which is a lack 
of thiamine or Vitamin B1, 
which can cause death in 
both juvenile and adult 
fish. The thiamine defi-
ciency has been linked to 
booming anchovy pop-
ulations in the ocean 
and adult salmon feed-
ing almost exclusively on 
anchovies compared to a 
more diverse diet of prey 
species.

CDFW and DWR have 
been able to successfully 
treat both adult salmon 
returning to the Feather 
River Fish Hatchery and 
the fertilized eggs pro-
duced. Until there are 
changes in the ocean food 
web, thiamine deficiency 
will continue to be a prob-
lem for these fish. CDFW 
and DWR will continue to 
manage the Feather River 
Fish Hatchery to produce 
salmon for harvest and 
conservation using the 
best available science and 
management practices. H

Lady Indians too much for Bulldogs

Gridley junior guard AnaGloria Luevano (5) avoids getting 
trapped in the corner against Marysville in the Lady Bulldogs 
55-28 defeat on December 21, in Gridley.

Gridley senior guard Gracie 
Dunning (30) attempts a 
shot in the paint in the Lady 
Bulldogs 55-28 loss against 
Marysville on Wednesday, 
December 21 in Gridley.

Gridley Gladiators youth wrestlers put a hurting on their competition at the Santa Smack 
Down. Pictured (left to right) with their medals: Morgan Ruggirello, Clairyssa Watkins and 
Ashley Watkins. Photo provided by Joe Ruggirello

A Successful Santa 
Smack Down!

By Seti Long

GRIDLEY, CA (MPG) - Local youth wres-
tlers, the Gridley Gladiators traveled to 
Orangevale, Calif., for a holiday themed 
competition – the Santa Smack Down 
tournament.

Of the four competitors that traveled to 
match, three placed, some taking the mat 
in upper age brackets. 

Challenging himself and engaging in 
an advanced age bracket of 8U instead of 
his age division of 6U, Morgan Ruggirello 
placed 2nd. 

Other medalists included Clairyssa 
Watkins and Ashley Watkins who placed 

3rd in the 6U division. 
Of his wrestlers, Coach Ruggirello says, 

“Out of the few tournaments that the wres-
tlers have been to this year, Santa Smack 
Down was the toughest. Most of the kids 
had more wrestlers in their weight class 
than ever before.” Regardless, he says, 
“The kids had a blast. This was the first 
time that they had more than one or two 
matches in their respective weight classes. I 
feel that each wrestler is definitely improv-
ing and showing great leaps and bounds in 
the knowledge and skills of the sport.”

Gridley Gladiators travel to Natomas, 
Calif., this week for the “No guts, 
no glory.”  H
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Ask for Jake!
Come see Jake Richins at Gridley 
Country Ford for all your new or 
used car or truck needs.
Ask me about our 20 year or 200,000 miles 
Power Train Warranty!

See me today for the Best Deal!
Offi ce: 530-846-4724 Cell: 530-433-8959

99E and Spruce Street • Gridley

CALL A PROFESSIONAL

867 Hwy 99 Gridley, Ca 95948

(530)797.2110

Gridley Gravel & Nursery
(530)797.2110

Dr. Justin Tolman
Dr. Gary Taxera

1245 Tharp Road
Yuba City

530.674.5273

Kid’s Castle
Preschool & After School

NOW ENROLLING
Half  & Full Day Programs

     Now enrolling
Half & full day programs

www.kidscastlegridley.comwww.kidscastlegridley.com

Call now 846-9901
585 Magnolia St.

Call now 846-9901
585 Magnolia St.

Preschool & After School

CALL NOW 846-9901
585 Magnolia Street • Gridley

www.kidscastlegridley.com

Come in and see us anytime no appointment required!

We provide walking
transportation to and from

McKinley Elementary
and Wilson School.

BE A PART OF SOMETHING IMPORTANT
Help deliver the news to your neighborhood

Must have a valid California drivers 
license and current auto insurance. 

Previous newspaper delivery experience  
a plus but not required.

WE ARE LOOKING WE ARE LOOKING   
for people who want 

to deliver newspapers 
in their neighborhoods.

Provide great customer service  

to our readers every Friday.

Earn money to help  

pay those monthly bills.

Call us today at 916-773-1111 

Li
ce

ns
e 

#4
52

97
5

SPECIALIZING IN

KITCHENS • BATHROOMS • REMODELS

530.682.9602
www.GreenetzConstruction.com

WEEKLY COMICS
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By Grace Gedye, 
CALMatters.org 

A cascade of tech layoffs, the 
strain of inflation and news of 
potentially recession-inducing 
decisions from federal bank-
ers could spell tough economic 
times ahead. 

If more people are laid off, 
more Californians will turn to 
unemployment benefits to help 
them afford the basics while 
they look for a new job.

It’s a process that buckled 
under the pressures of the pan-
demic. Residents sometimes 
waited months for benefits 
from the state’s Employment 
Development Department, dial-
ing the department hundreds 
of times. On top of that was a 
string of fraud scandals: Claims 
came from  ‘unemployed’ 
infants and children and accord-
ing to prosecutors, benefits were 
paid to tens of thousands of 
inmates in jail and prison, who 
are ineligible. The vast majority 
of the fraud was in temporary, 
federally funded pandemic aid 
programs. 

The situation has since 
improved. But how will the 
system hold up if there’s a 
recession?

Thanks to “the level of test-
ing that the pandemic put us 
through, we are in such a strong 
position to weather a typical 
economic contraction,” said 
Gareth Lacy, communications 
advisor at the department. 

But not everyone is con-
vinced. “There have been some 
major improvements,” said 
Daniela Urban, executive direc-
tor of the Center for Workers’ 
Rights. “But I think we’re not at 
the point where 
if a major cri-
sis  hit  the 
unemploy-
ment system 
again, the sys-
tem would be 
able to function 
as it should.”

A recession 
would probably 
look different 
than the shock-
ing early months 
of the pandemic, 
w h e n  c l a i m s 
for new benefits 
jumped tenfold 
from February to 
March of 2020, 
according to depart-
ment data. One 
point of compari-
son: There were 20 
million claims for 
unemployment benefits during 
the pandemic and just 3.8 mil-
lion during the Great Recession, 
according to Lacy. And during 
the pandemic, the challenge for 
the department wasn’t just deal-
ing with the surge of claims; it 
also had to implement new fed-
eral aid programs.

The incredible wave of people 
applying in a matter of weeks 
was “extreme” says Till von 
Wachter, an economics profes-
sor at UCLA. Normal recessions 
are more gradual, he said, so the 
number of claims the depart-
ment has to process per week 
would likely be lower. “They 
just went through trial by fire,” 
von Wachter said. He’s optimis-
tic that the department would 
be able to better deal with a 
recession. 

But, if the agency struggles to 
keep up with the demands of a 
recession, it wouldn’t be the first 
time. In the wake of the reces-
sion that began in 2008, reports 
emerged that checks were 
delayed due to outdated com-
puters, and exasperated workers 
were met with busy phone lines. 

In 2021, state lawmakers 
required the department to come 
up with a recession plan; the 
result is a nearly 90-page report. 

One change, the report 
explains, is that the depart-
ment created a new team tasked 
with forecasting unemployment 
benefit-related workloads and 
figuring how many staff will be 
needed. The report also details 
how the department will adapt if 
the unemployment rate reaches 
specific levels. California’s 
unemployment rate is currently 
around 4%, but if, for example, 

it ticks up to 6%, the plan 
includes authorizing overtime, 
reducing vacation slots during 
peak periods, and limiting the 
approval of part-time requests. 
If it reaches 8%, the department 
would hire additional staff and 
“deploy retired annuitants.” If it 
reaches 12%, it’s time to call in 
the contractors. 

The report says pulling all this 
off is challenging because fed-
eral funding for unemployment 
benefit administration is tied 

to an actual — not anticipated 
— workload.

The agency has made some 
other changes that could smooth 
the process of getting benefits. 

For Californians whose pri-
mary language is not English, 
expanded multilingual services 
should make it easier to navigate 
the system. “Individuals who are 
not fluent in English face insur-
mountable barriers to receiving 
assistance,” found a September 
2020 ‘strike team’ report.   In 
a February settlement with 
several advocacy groups, the 
department agreed to: Provide 
real-time spoken and signed 
language services for work-
ers in any language they need; 
Add dedicated phone lines for 
Korean, Tagalog and Armenian 
speakers in addition to existing 
lines serving Spanish, Mandarin, 
Cantonese, and Vietnamese 
speakers; Translate all important 
unemployment benefits docu-
ments in the top 15 non-English 
languages used in the state by 
the end of 2022. 

A new section of the unem-
ployment benefits website now 
provides forms and other infor-
mation translated into eight 
languages, plus simplified 
Chinese. The expansion came 
after a legislative push to add 
multilingual services for unem-
ployment benefits. 

Another  recent  change 
addresses what happens if you 
start getting benefits, and then 
your eligibility is called into 
question. In the past if, in the 
course of filling out forms to 
prove your ongoing eligibility, 
you indicate that you worked 

one day, or were sick one day 
– two things that could disqual-
ify you from receiving benefits 
– the department would stop 
sending payments until it deter-
mined whether you were still 
eligible, which could require an 
interview, said Urban. 

“At the height of the pan-
demic, (the department) was 
so behind the determinations 
(that) people were waiting 
15, 16, or 

more weeks for these determi-
nations,” and in the meantime, 
they weren’t receiving any ben-
efits, Urban said. Now, if the 
agency can’t determine whether 
you’re eligible within 14 days, it 
will keep paying benefits while 
they sort out the issue, Urban 
said. 

There have been other cus-
tomer service tweaks over the 
past couple of years, including 
adding a call-back feature on call  
center phone lines so that peo-
ple don’t have to wait on hold, 
improving the mobile phone ver-
sion of the website, and enabling 
claimants to upload documents, 
rather than physically mail them 
in, according to the department. 

The department has also 
begun a multi-year moderniza-
tion effort, dubbed EDDNext, 
aimed at improving customer 
service for unemployment ben-
efits, paid family leave, and 
disability insurance, for which 
the department received $136 
million this year. So far, the 
department has begun design-
ing a new online login that will 
work for unemployment benefits 
as well as paid family leave and 
disability insurance, and design-
ing forms that are easier to read 
and understand. 

If there’s a recession, some 
workers can’t turn to unemploy-
ment benefits. That includes the 
self-employed, who generally 
aren’t covered by unemploy-
ment benefits, said Jenna Gerry, 
a senior staff attorney at the 
National Employment Law 
Project. The federal govern-
ment created temporary benefits 
for self-employed workers and 

contractors during the pandemic, 
but that ended in 2021.  

Another large group that will 
find itself without unemploy-
ment benefits if a recession hits 
is undoc- umented 

workers – despite a major push 
from advocates and a bill passed 
by the Legislature. Under fed-
eral law, undocumented workers 
can’t get traditional unemploy-
ment benefits, said Gerry. 

This year, worker and immi-
grant advocates pushed for a 
new pilot program that would 
have provided unemploy-
ment-like benefits to non-citizen 
workers – an idea Colorado law-
makers embraced this year. But 
California legislators didn’t pro-
vide funding for the program 
in the state budget, said Sasha 
Feldstein, economic justice pol-
icy director for the California 
Immigrant Policy Center. 
Curiously, they then passed a 
bill that laid out how the pro-
gram would work, but which 
didn’t include funding, and Gov. 
Gavin Newsom vetoed the bill, 
citing, in part, the absence of “a 
dedicated funding source.”

Another consequence of a 
recession could be growing 
California’s already massive 
unemployment debt. 

The  s ta te’s  unemploy-
ment insurance trust fund ran 
out of money during the pan-
demic, after so many laid-off 
Californians relied on the ben-
efits. The federal government 
loaned California billions to 
keep benefits flowing, and the 
state still is on the hook to pay 
back about $18 billion. 

California’s debt is uniquely 
large. While many states had to 
turn to the feds to pay out ben-
efits during the pandemic, at 
this point just California, New 
York, Connecticut, Illinois and 
the Virgin Islands still have debt. 

California’s debt is roughly dou-
ble the size of the other four 
combined.

This isn’t the first time the 
system has gone into debt. In the 
wake of the Great Recession, 
the debt grew to about $10 bil-
lion. California didn’t finish 
paying it off until the spring 
of 2018, according to H.D. 
Palmer, a spokesperson for the 

Finance Department, and the 
state spent about $1.4 bil-
lion on interest on the Great 
Recession era unemploy-
ment debt, according to 
Palmer. 

Unemployment ben-
efits are funded by 

employers, and in 
order to pay off 
the current debt, 
a federal tax on 
employers will 
automatically 

increase by $21 
per employee 
in 2023, and 
ratchet up by 
an additional 
$ 2 1  p e r 
employee 

per year until the loan is repaid. 
This year state lawmakers also 
decided to kick in $250 mil-
lion in state funds toward the 
loan principal and $342.4 mil-
lion to cover the interest accrued 
so far. 

But if the state goes into a 
recession, that debt could grow 
even larger. 

“If there is a slowdown in 
the economy, we are totally and 
completely unprepared to be 
able to provide for California 
workers  because  of  the 
deficit,” said Rob Lapsley, pres-
ident of the California Business 
Roundtable, which represents 
major employers and has advo-
cated for the state to contribute 
$10 billion to pay down the loan 
principal. “There may not be 
an interest in Congress to bail 
out California and New York,” 
Lapsley said. 

But it would be unprecedented 
for the federal government to 
let a state’s unemployment sys-
tem run out of money and stop 
providing benefits, said Gerry, 
with the National Employment 
Law Project. “That has never 
happened in the history of the 
unemployment insurance pro-
gram since it was enacted in 
1935.” 

“I don’t think that there’s a 
real threat that no benefits will 
be available,” Gerry said. But 
having a system that repeat-
edly goes into debt means that 
taxpayers get stuck with an 
avoidable bill. And, Gerry said, 
“if we had more money in our 
trust fund, it would be easier 
to make the case that we could 
enhance benefits.”  H

Are They Ready for This?

Is California’s beleaguered jobless benefits agency ready for a recession? The headquarters of California's Employment Development Department in 
Sacramento. The agency says it's made improvements that have made it better equipped to issue employment benefits if the economy goes south. Photo 
by Rahul Lal, CalMatters

The incredible wave of people applying in a matter of weeks was “extreme” says Till von Wachter, an economics professor at UCLA. Normal recessions 
are more gradual, he said, so the number of claims the department has to process per week would likely be lower. “They just went through trial by fire,” 
von Wachter said. Photo courtesy of Florian Schott  Dreamstime.com


